
A Blue Ribbon for Oakland
By Maya K.
 
In 2015, Montclair Elementary received the National Blue 
Ribbon Award from Arnie Duncan, United States Secretary 
of Education.

Montclair was the only Oakland 
school to receive the award in 
2015.

In 2010, Lincoln Elementary 
earned the award. In 2011, 
Peralta Elementary also received 
it.  That is only three schools in 
six years, and only eight Oakland 
schools have ever won the award 
since it was created in 1982. It 
has been three years since an 
Oakland school has earned it.

You might think more schools in 
the last six years would have won 
it since Oakland is so great! But 
this award is so hard to earn.

Secretary Duncan recognized just 335 schools as National 
Blue Ribbon Schools for 2015 based on their overall 
academic excellence or their progress in closing 
achievement gaps among student subgroups. According to 
the National Center for Education Statistics, who last 
counted during the 2009-2010 school year, there are about 
98,817 public schools in the United States.

Antwan Wilson, superintendent of Oakland schools, has a 
message for the people of Montclair: "Thank you for your 
hard work!  For the teachers, I appreciate how hard you 
work and the sacrifices you make to help students learn.  For 
the students, I appreciate you coming to school, respecting 
your teachers, staff, and volunteers at the school and 
honoring yourselves and families by working hard to learn 
and have fun."

(continued in next column)

Third grade student Kyra E. stated that she thought 
Montclair won the award because “the kids were working 
hard to get good grades and the teachers were helping them 
reach their goals.”

Kimberly Nibblett, a third grade teacher at Montclair, said 
“she was pleasantly surprised and honored” when asked 
how winning the award made her feel. Nibblett reflected 
that winning the award was “a unifying event for our staff.”

Nancy Bloom, Montclair’s principal, shared that “every 
time I think about it, I smile and do a little happy dance.” 
Montclair students report seeing Mrs. Bloom happy dancing 
around campus this past month.

The school celebrated with Otter Pop popsicles. In addition, 
the school was invited to participate in a parade.
  

What is Causing the Drought
By Avery R-C.
 
California is in one of the longest droughts in recorded 
history.  This extensive dry period is caused by a huge wall 
of air off the West Coast, four miles high and two thousand 
miles long.  This air deflects Pacific storms and can 
sometimes send them to the East Coast.  

Usually, rain can push through high pressure zones, but the 
mass of this one is too strong.

Ten Tips for Saving Water
1. Turn off the water while brushing your teeth.
2. Turn off the water while you put soap on your hands.
3. Time your shower to keep it under five minutes.
4. Reuse dishwater to water plants.
5. Make sure your watering system is not leaking.
6. If you have a big lawn, you might have to let it die out.
7. Do not run the water fountain unless you are drinking.
8. Minimize water pressure.
9. Do not power wash your driveway.
10. Make posters to remind your community of the drought.
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The Otter Walk
By Asal R.

This year’s Otter Walk kicked off 
Saturday, October 24, with music 
pumping and kids screaming.

At the Otter Walk students 
walked kilometers and earned 
stamps.  When they got enough 
stamps, they earned a level prize.

There was a lot to do even for people who didn’t walk laps.  
The Otter Walk featured many activities like the bike 
smoothie, a live band, raffles, Otter Shops, and many more.

Walkers raised money that helps pay for music, art, and 
other fun things at school.

Day of the Dead
By Mimi C.

Day of the Dead, also known as Día de los Muertos, is a day 
of color and light.  It is a day for welcoming back the souls 
of those who have passed on.  Day of the Dead is celebrated 
on or near November 2.

The traditional Mexican way to welcome the souls back is to 
make an altar.  An altar is a table with candles, pictures, 
food, and other artifacts for the souls.

Some celebrations for Day of the Dead, such as parades, 
were held in San Francisco and in Oakland’s Fruitvale area.

Celebrations were also held right here at Montclair.  Some 
classes made altars and talked about Day of the Dead and 
their ancestors.  
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What’s Up in Second Grade
By Minako S.

Ms. Torres’s class is studying science.  They studied meal 
worm larvae.

In math, second graders are learning about money.

Second graders have four recesses, but third, fourth, and 
fifth graders only have two recesses.

Guess the Teacher
By Zoe K. and Riley T.

▪ This teacher has a dog named Morgan.
▪ This teacher has a sister who is a singer.
▪ This teacher just got back from Hungary, Prague, 
   and Berlin.
▪ This teacher’s favorite foods are carrot soup and 
   carrot cake.
▪ This teacher loves to cook at home.
▪ This teacher’s favorite subject is science.
▪ This teacher’s favorite book is “The Goldfish.”
 
Can you guess who this teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER 
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
BY THE OFFICE

Illustration by Mark A. Hicks/Discovery Education
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Interview with Fifth Graders
By Miriam R. and Hattie G.

Q. What do you like about school?
Eliana H.: Enrichment programs
Makena L.: All the nice teachers

Q. What is easy for you?
EH: Decimals
ML: Talking to teachers and bonding

Q. What is hard for you?
EH: Subtracting fractions
ML: Nothing

     

 

EDITORIAL

Changes at Montclair
By Kelsey D. with input from Anokhi M.

Every year at Montclair Elementary School, new rules and 
changes arrive.  We would like to talk about four changes at 
school this year and how students feel about them.

The first new rule is that no balls can be out on the 
playground before the second bell rings for school to start.  
We have this rule for safety.  Fourth grader Nola L. said she 
doesn’t like seeing balls flying around at every recess and 
before school starts, so she likes the new rule.  Parent Leslie 
D. agrees she feels much safer and this was a good change 
for the school.

The second rule changes snack recess into first recess.  We 
have this change because with breakfast at home, breakfast 
at school, snack, and lunch, it was all too much.  Fifth grader 
Marina K. dislikes this change.  “Sometimes kids get to 
school late and didn’t have breakfast.  If they get to school 
so late they miss school breakfast, they don’t get enough 
food.  Also, it doesn’t make a difference.  It’s common to see 
kids eat snack.”

The third change is that we have two bells at the start of 
school now.  The first bell tells students to get in line and 
alerts them that school is starting shortly, and the second bell 
starts school.  Administrators made this change so it won’t 
take so long to get lined up to go to the classrooms.  This 
change helps students prepare to begin the school day.  
However, Nola L. said that, for students who get to school 
late, the change doesn’t make much of a difference.

The last change is that instead of freezing after the whistle 
blows at recess, we kneel.  This change was made because 
staff said freezing wasn’t enough to stop the excitement and 
it was hard for students to stay still.  This change is 
controversial.  Marina K. said she likes the change and 
thinks it is more effective than freezing.  Nola L. disagrees.  
“It just takes an extra minute longer,” she said.  For the most 
part, it seems to be a positive change because students stop 
what they’re doing and line up to go back to class more 
quickly.

Even though not everyone agrees that all the changes are 
good ones, it seems the goals of the new rules and changes 
are to make a better school and a better life for our students.

 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Frankie P.
Faculty Adviser: Ms. Chanter
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Welcome to the first issue of Otter Tales for the 
2015-2016 school year!  The paper is written and 
illustrated by third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  We 
publish four issues a year, in November, February, April 
and June.

Find more Otter Tales online at 
ottertalesnews.wordpress.com

Illustration by Hattie G.
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