
People care most about news that a�ects them 
and the world around them.  Think about your 
audience and look for news that is:

1. Recent (Timeliness).  Write about things that 
have happened recently or are going to happen 
soon.  Example: An article about the science fair 
in our spring issue.

2. Local (Proximity). Write about things 
happening in your area.  Example: An article 
about a new mural in Montclair Village. 

3. Important (Consequence). Write about 
things that a�ect your readers or that matter to 
them.  Example: An article about new school 
lunch o�erings.

4. Famous (Prominence). Write about people 
your readers know about.  Example: An article 
about our school librarian.

5. Unusual (Novelty). Write about things that 
make your reader say “Wow!”  Example:  An 
article about a student who raises prize-winning 
geckos.

6. Personal (Human Interest).  Write a story 
that tells your readers something interesting 
things about a person.  Write a story that makes 
your readers laugh, cry, or get mad.  Example: 
An article about a woman who cares for injured 
wildlife in her home.

7. Dramatic (Con�ict).   Write about events or 
people on opposite sides of an issue.  Example: 
An article about the debate over removing 
eucalyptus trees from the Oakland Hills, or 
about a sporting event.

1. Talk to people!  Ask your friends, your 
parents, your teachers, Mrs. Bloom, the local 
librarian, and anyone you meet what’s on their 
mind and what interests them.

2. Be curious.  Observe the world around you 
and what you want to know more about.  Use 
your senses and ask questions about what you 
�nd.  What is that smell coming from the 
garden? Why do you see so many geese in the 
park? Does the band you hear practicing have 
an upcoming show?  

3. Use school resources.  Read the bulletin 
boards in the hallways, ask your parents what 
was in the weekly school newsletter, pay 
attention to assemblies and events, think about 
if what you’re studying in class or where you’re 
going on a �eld trip would make a good story.

4. Read the news.  Check out the stories being 
reported in other newspapers and magazines.

5. Look around town.  Is there a new store in 
the Village? What new books are in the 
bookstore? Do you see an event advertised at 
the library? Is there construction going on?

LESSON 1: WHAT IS NEWS & WHERE DO YOU FIND IT?


