
New Building Officially Opens
By Mike P.

On February 19, students and dignitaries gathered outside 
the new building for its official opening at Montclair 
Elementary School. The celebration included everything 
from balloons to music; even the mayor was there! 

"This is a dream long come true," Oakland mayor Jean Quan 
said about the new school building. Representatives from 
the school and the city made their speeches and the 
ceremony ended with a poem recited by Student Council 
members.  The ceremony was exciting and very fun. 

     

Fifth Graders Take a Hike
By Peyton W.

This year's Montclair Elementary School fifth grade field 
trip was exciting!  The field trip was March 17-19 and it was 
at Sierra Outdoor School (SOS) in the Gold Country.  SOS 
is in the Stanislaus National Forest, which is a 2.5 hour drive 
by bus from Montclair.  

The fifth graders all slept in cabins; 
there were three rooms that slept 20 
people each.  The fifth graders got to 
learn about nature by building forts, 
going on hikes, and playing games 
outdoors.  

The food was good, and the fifth 
graders even got dessert every night.  

"The activities were really fun and I 
slept surprisingly well.  I really liked the stargazing on the 
last night," said Sam M., a MES fifth grader  

At the end of the field trip, they stopped in the Gold Rush 
town of Columbia to visit the historical buildings and buy 
things.  They were even able to buy candy and ice cream 
there.  Overall, the fifth graders thought the field trip was 
really fun!

Fire in Oakland
By Layla B.

Have you ever thought how big a fire could be?  In 1991 
there was a huge fire in Oakland.  It burned down lots of 
houses and trees.

“I felt very scared because I was on an airplane and didn’t 
know exactly what was happening,” said Ms. Peare.

You can learn more about the Oakland Hills Fire at the 
library from books like “Tikvah Means Hope” by Patricia 
Polacco.
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Along with Spring, March and April bring lots of holidays 
and special events.  What do you like to celebrate?

Celebrating Our Earth
By Marina K.

Earth Day is a special type of holiday.  It doesn’t just 
celebrate one person but the whole Earth.  Earth Day is on 
April 22nd and it is like birthday for the Earth.   Every year 
around the world our 
country and over 100 
different countries 
celebrate Earth Day.

Earth Day celebrates 
trees and plants and our 
environment.  It is a time 
to acknowledge that 
nature, like trees, 
animals, and plants, is 
important to our planet 
and that we need to 
protect our environment because we need nature to survive.  
We breathe in oxygen and trees give off oxygen.   Also if we 
did not protect our environment, we would have less fresh 
food like fruits and vegetables.  Nature is not unlimited so if 
we are not careful, we can destroy nature and harm our own 
lives.

A lot of our world’s rain forests are getting cut down and we 
need trees to breathe.  In fact, only about one-half of the 
Amazon Rainforest remains.

Earth Day is a time to celebrate our planet.  Here are some 
tips you can follow to help protect our planet:

• Pick up litter.  Even better, don’t litter.
• Recycle and compost when you can.
• Turn off lights when you’re not using them to save energy.
• Be kind to trees and plants.  Don’t cut down trees when 
you don’t need them.  Be careful where you play so you 
don’t uproot plants and trample on gardens.
• Walk or ride a bike instead of driving.  Carpool if you can.
• Have a green lunch.  Use reusable containers.
• Plant a tree!
• Tell your friends, tell your parents.  Remind them to 
protect the earth.

Always remember: Protecting the environment helps the 
world, you, and your family.  
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National Poetry Month
By Alex J.

Roses are red, violets are blue; I like poems, how about you? 
The United States has celebrated National Poetry Month 
since 1996. It was founded by the Academy of American 
Poets and is celebrated in the month of April. Two of the 
goals of National Poetry Month are to introduce more 
people to the pleasure of poetry, and to make poetry a more 
important part of school learning. In honor of National 
Poetry Month, I wrote a poem about my love of books:

Books
Books come in all different sizes and shapes

They can boggle your mind or make your heart race.
They can make you cry, they can make you laugh, they 

Can even make you wanna take a bath. When you read a 
book

You can get all kinds of ideas like making a pie or saying 
onomatopoeia

So when you read a book remember what’s in store ‘cause 
you might get sucked

into it and be there forever more
BOOKS ARE AWESOME!!!  

St. Patrick’s Day
By Cate Q. & Gina W.

St. Patrick was born c. 385 A.D. in England and died on 
March 17th, the day we celebrate as St. Patrick’s Day.  

As a teenager Patrick was 
kidnapped and enslaved 
in Ireland.  After six years 
he escaped back to 
England.  Later he 
decided to return to 
Ireland to teach about his 
religion.

On his way to Ireland, he 
found a clover, or 

shamrock, and took it with him.  He used the three-leafed 
shape of the shamrock to explain religious teachings about a 
three-part god, and over time the shamrock became a 
symbol of St. Patrick and of Ireland.

St. Patrick’s Day was first publicly celebrated in Boston in 
1737, and 200 years later the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
took place.
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Recipe: Tortilla Snacks
By Makena L.

Here is how to make a fun and easy snack:

Use a fun-shaped cookie cutter to cut shapes from tortillas.  
Put a paper towel in the microwave and place the cut-outs on 
top of it.  Microwave them for 15-20 seconds.  Sprinkle salt 
on top and serve.

     

 

Craft: How to Make a Bead Dog 
By Cailla O.

You can use strings of beads left over from Mardi Gras or 
parties to make a dog.

1. First count off five beads.  Make 
a loop out of the five beads and 
twist the string aroung twice just 
after the fifth bead to make the 
head.

2. Then skip one bead.  Make a 
loop out of the next four beads and 
twist them together twice after the 
fourth bead to make the front legs. 

3. Skip a couple of beads to make the 
dog’s body.  Then to make the hind 
legs, do the same as Step 2 again.

4. For the last step, cut the 
string where you want the tail to 
end.  Enjoy your new bead dog!

     

Guess the Teacher
By Gemma O.

This person has worked at Montclair for two years 
and in the school district for six years.

This person was born in Fremont.  This person likes 
to go to sporting events. 

This person’s favorite animal is a tiger.  This person 
likes to Rainbow Loom.  His or her favorite treat is 
ice cream.  This person loves Top 40 music.  His or 
her favorite island is the Caribbean.  

Can you guess who this teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER ON THE BULLETIN 
BOARD BY THE OFFICE

Illustration: Florida Center for Instructional Technology

HINT: This person is a school staff member but not
a teacher.

Illustrations: Cailla O.
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 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Niera
Faculty Adviser: Mrs. Spingarn | Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Next issue: June.  Do you want to write or draw for Otter Tales?  Come to our 
meetings Fridays at lunchtime!

Find more Otter Tales online at ottertalesnews.wordpress.com
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