
World Food Day
By Alexandra J.

On October 16th, people all around the world celebrated 
World Food Day (WFD).  It is celebrated on this date, 
because the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations was started on this date in 1945.  The 
purpose of WFD is to raise awareness of poverty and 
hunger.  WFD is celebrated in more than 150 countries.

Montclair students participated in WFD by bringing in 
produce that was harvested from their gardens or their 
neighbors’ gardens.  The theme for World Food Day this 
year was “Sustainable Food System for Food Security and 
Nutrition.” Our system of getting food onto people’s plates 
is very complex, so people are looking for ways to improve 
it.  Growing your own garden is a sustainable way to 
produce food.  If a neighborhood doesn’t have a grocery 
store, the people who live there can have their own produce 
from their gardens without worrying about pesticides and 
waste.  They can also share their food with others.  This 
system is good for the environment and for the people. 

WFD helps children learn about our food systems and how 
they affect the world. 

     

High-5 on the Halloween Parade!
By Marina K.

On October 31st kids were having fun at Montclair 
Elementary. Why?  It was Halloween!  After the classes’ 
parties there was a Halloween parade.  Each class took its 
turn to parade around the playground.  The teachers led their 
classes. Lots of parents were taking pictures of their 
children.  People were giving high fives to the people who 
were parading.  

There were lots of different costumes from fairies to 
vampires and witches to monsters.  Everyone seemed very 
excited.  Even teachers dressed up.  Ms. Morozumi was a 
monarch butterfly and Mrs. Peare was the corpse bride.  The 
costumes were very creative.  There were also some 
homemade costumes that were interesting.  The parade was 
very exciting.

Otterwalk
By Nikhila R.

The Otterwalk turned out to be a terrific event. Some 
students walked far to earn prizes and snow cone passes and 
also go to the ice cream party (or the frozen yogurt party).  
Some people just thought it would be really cool to walk the 
farthest or a lot.  

Prizes weren’t the only reason to walk.  While they were 
walking, students were raising money for our school.  It was 
great to see that people really cared about our school. Thank 
you for coming, walking, and fundraising.
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See you in December!



Montclair’s Mosaic Masterpieces
By Sam M.

Have you noticed the new mosaic planters in town? Well, 
they’re not totally new. The planters have been there for a 
while, but they were recently beautified with colorful 
mosaic tiles. Various Montclair businesses have sponsored 
the unique planters.  

I interviewed Gina Dominguez, the owner of Snapshot 
Mosaics in Montclair Village, and the artist behind the 
planters. I learned that she just completed her fifteenth 
planter! I also learned that the Lions Club sponsored the first 
three planters, and many other businesses have followed 
them.

I asked Gina Dominguez why she chose to devote so much 
time to this project. “I just want to make Montclair a more 
beautiful place, and somewhere that people would want to 
visit,” she said. I really appreciate all the hard work she is 
doing for our Village of Montclair, and all of the businesses 
who have sponsored her beautiful mosaic planters. Next 
time you walk through Montclair Village, look at all the 
planters, and try to find your favorite one!        

3D Printing Shop Opens in Village
By Mike P.

Montclair Village has a brand new kind of store: 3D 
printing.  While 3D printing technology has been around 
since 1984, HoneyBee3D (6127 La Salle Avenue, 
honeybee3d.com) has been around less than two months.  
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In 3D printing, a machine working from computer plans 
sprays down layer after layer of molten plastic to make a 
three-dimensional object.  It works like a very accurate hot 
glue gun.  The plastic they use is made from corn byproducts 
and is biodegradable.

Anyone can use 3D printing.  For example, architects might 
use this technology to model a house.  Bakers and people 
who need to cutomize their cars often use it, too.  Doctors 
even use 3D printing to create replacement body parts.

Liza Wallach and her husband Nick Kloski founded 
HoneyBee3D because they liked that 3D printing can tell a 
story start-to-finish with a computer.  They chose the name 
“Honeybee” because their machine works like a honeybee, 
and because they often fill the designs with a honeycomb 
pattern to save time and plastic.  

Nick’s favorite 3D-printed design is a chess set that you can 
plant succulents in.

MOVIE REVIEW

“Meatballs” Entertains
By Peyton W.

The movie “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2” was 
good.  It was about a person named Flint Lockwood who 
was trying to stop food monsters from destroying the world.  
He finds out that a person is trying to take over the world 
with the food monster and Flint has to stop him.  I thought it 
was better than the first “Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs,” and I think you should watch it because it is 
funny.  It also has an interesting plot twist in the middle of 
the movie.  I hope there will be a “Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 3.”  On a scale of one to 10 stars, I would give this 
movie six stars.

Things to Do in Winter
By Nikhila R.

Summer is over, but there are fun 
things to do in winter, too. Here are 
some ideas for things you can do in 
winter: 

If you go to the mountains, you can ski or go 
sledding.  Here in Oakland, you can have hot chocolate and 
roast marshmallows, and even go ice skating.  Go out and do 
something cool for winter. 

Artist Gina Dominguez works on a planter.  Photo: Sam M.
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Construction 
Moves Ahead
By Eliana H.

Four questions for Conor 
Thompson of West Bay 
Builders, the construction 
company working on our school: 

What is happening now on the construction project?  
The big thing that's been happening recently is landscaping. 
We have been concentrating on planting all the plants and 
trees and doing soil amending, where enrichments are added 
to the existing dirt to help the plants thrive. Other than that 
the primary things have been tiding up odds and ends. We 
are also finishing up the garden area north of the MPR as 
well as the bioswale area down by the existing building.

What’s new since school started?  
The big thing since school started has probably been the 
opening of the play structure and safety surface.  There is a 
new kickball area where the old portables were located, so 
students can enjoy the open space for all sorts of games. 

What’s special about the new building?  
The new classroom building has many green features 
designed into it that make it  quite special. From utilizing 
green products such as paint to the sun shelfs in the 
classrooms, every component was carefully designed to 
ensure students are working in a clean and healthy 
environment and with the intent of maximizing the earth’s 
natural elements to limit the building's carbon footprint.

How is the new garden going? 
The new garden area will be open soon and will include  
planter boxes (which you can see are built) as well as picnic 
tables for seating. It will be a very nice area to learn about 
agriculture and sustainable living.

Conor would like to thank all of the students, parents, school 
administrators, and teachers of Montclair Elementary 
School for putting up with the construction process.  “As 
someone who endured similar learning conditions growing 
up, I can understand how disruptive and distracting it can 
be,” he said.  “We tried our best to limit the disruptions and 
hope that we did not take away from your learning 
experience the last couple years.  It has been a great pleasure 
working within this school and community. From the 
construction team, thank you Montclair Elementary School 
for everyone's patience and enjoy the additions to an already 
awesome school.”

Guess the Teacher 1
By Marina K.

This teacher has blonde hair and blue eyes and wears 
glasses.  This teacher has been teaching at Montclair 
for seven years but she has not been teaching the 
same grade the whole time.  This teacher teaches in 
the main building and she has twenty-five students in 
her class.

Her favorite subject to teach is math and she gives 
her students a medium amount of homework.

This teacher does not have a pet, but if she did, it 
would be a cat.  Her favorite food is strawberries.

An anonymous student from her class said, “She is a 
nice teacher.  I don’t think she gives too much 
homework.  I like her stories.  I think she is the best 
teacher!”

Guess the Teacher 2
By Gracie G. & Sophia J.

This teacher grew up in Omaha, Nebraska and went 
to college in Lincoln, Nebraska.  He/she also lived in 
Paris, France and San Francisco, and then moved to 
Oakland.

This teacher has two brothers and one sister.  This 
teacher’s mom lives on a farm.  “My favorite place to 
be is at my grandparents’ farm,” this teacher said.  “It 
is quiet and remote.  It is in the Sandhills of 
Nebraska.  There is a creek that runs by the house, 
and lots of open space.”

This teacher has two daughters who went to 
Montclair Elementary, and two cats named Cocoa 
and Mimi.

This teacher’s favorite food is lasagna.  His/her 
favorite subject to teach is math.  His/her favorite ice 
cream flavor is vanilla and Cherry Garcia.  This 
teacher’s favorite fruit is raspberries and favorite 
vegetable is carrots.  His/her favorite color is yellow.

Can you guess who these teachers are?
LOOK FOR THE ANSWER ON THE BULLETIN 
BOARD BY THE OFFICE



OTTER TALES     VOL. 4 - ISSUE 1     NOVEMBER 2013PAGE 4

 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Congratulations to Niera on her winning masthead 
design!  All the entries were terrific and the voting was 
very close.  We’ve used the other entries in the paper, 
too, because we liked all of them.  Thank you to 
everyone who entered!

Masthead mascot design: Niera
Faculty Adviser: Mrs. Spingarn
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Find more Otter Tales online at

ottertalesnews.wordpress.com

Do You Know Your Principal?
You Otter Try This Quiz!

By Kaili S.

1. Her favorite color starts with the letter “p” and ends with 
the letter “e.”  Her  favorite color is  ___________.

2. To find her favorite number, do this math problem: 
1 + 2 = ___ + 5 = ___  x 2 = ___ (her favorite number)

3. If  Mrs. Bloom had to pick a favorite age what age do you 
think she would pick?  She might pick ____________.

4. She has two subjects in school. One starts with “ge” and 
ends with “phy.”  It is ______________.  The other subject 
has two words.  The second word ends with “writing.”  The 
first word is ________________.

5. If she had to choose the best grade to be in, she would 
choose the one that comes after high school. The grade she 
would want to be in is _______________________.

6. Her favorite holiday is very, very fun. You might set off 
fireworks, have picnics, or go to a parade. Her favorite 
holiday is _______________.

7.  During her favorite season things are new and fresh. This 
season is ____________.
            
8. Her favorite fruit’s name starts with “apr” and ends with 
“ot”.  It is ____________.

9. Her favorite animal is the school's mascot.  Her favorite 
animal eats fish and shellfish.   It is furry and brown. What 
is her favorite animal? It is an ____________.

Field Trip to Peralta Hacienda
By Stella C.

Our class took a field trip to Peralta Hacienda in Oakland.  
Peralta Hacienda is the best field study I’ve ever gone on.  
Each station is packed with fun and learning.  You learn a 
lot, and Wells, the person who told us about the ranchos 
and Californios, is very nice.

Some of the stations our class went to were making adobe 
bricks, cooking, candle making, and dancing.  

In adobe bricks we used dirt, hay and sand.  The hay was to 
hold it all together, the dirt was to make it solid, and the 
sand was to make sure it wasn’t too moist.

In cooking we ground corn on rocks, then pressed it 
together to make tortillas.  We also ground brown sugar 
and cinnamon together and put it in boiling water to make 
tea.

In candle making we used a string tied around a stick and 
kept dipping the string in wax until it was as thick as my 
pointer finger.

In dancing we had to do the Fandango with boys.  The girls 
dressed up in shawls, skirts, and droopy skirts.  The boys 
dressed up in pants, shirts, and bandanas.

Wells taught all the adults how to do these activities.  
Without Wells or the adults our class would not have been 
able to do all the fun stuff, so I am thankful for the parents 
and Wells.

At Peralta Hacienda you learn and have fun.  Don’t miss 
the cooking station. 
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