
Sun Bread and Paper Princesses
Author Elisa Kleven talks about her books 

By Allison R. and Paloma P.

Bay Area author Elisa Kleven has written 15 children’s 
books, including The Paper Princess and Sun Bread, and 
illustrated 17 other books, like Arthur Dorros’ Abuela.

Q. How many times has your family inspired your books?
A. I get many ideas from my family and my children, and 
from my own childhood as well.  I got the idea for 
Hooray, a Piñata! when my daughter picked out the 
cutest dog piñata, made friends with it, pretended it was a 

real dog, and then was heartbroken at the prospect of 
breaking it at her birthday party.  We had to buy her a less 
cute piñata to break instead!  The Paper Princess was 
inspired by my memories of making paper people in my 
backyard as a child.  Sometimes my tiny paper characters 
would blow away and I would hope they were having a 
good life out there in the big world!

Q. What is the most exciting 
award you have ever won?
A. I think the most exciting 
award was my New York 
Times Best Illustrated Book 
of the Year award for Sun 
Bread.  Thousands of 
children’s books are 
published each year, so I 
was very honored to be 
among the ten best chosen 
by the New York Times.

Q. What is your best childhood memory?
A. My best memories, other than being 
on vacations in beautiful places with my 
three siblings and parents, were of 
playing in my wonderful, spacious 
closet, where I’d created a doll house.  I 
would spend many happy hours making 
the miniature characters and building 
tiny settings and stories around them.  
This was great preparation for my 
grown-up work as a picture book creator, 
as I’m still creating little characters and 
worlds inside my books.

Q. What is your favorite book you’ve 
written and illustrated?
A. That’s a hard question to answer.  
I like my books in different ways, just as 
a mom appreciates the unique traits in 
her different children.  But I suppose  
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Crane by Colm C.

Crane walks through the pond
She dives, looking for a fish
The fish is a meal

Look for more student poems in this issue and online!



(continued from page 1)

my favorites are The Lion and the Little Red Bird, and The 
Paper Princess.  The Lion and the Little Red Bird is about 
color, friendship, art, music, and animals, some of my very 
favorite things!  The Paper Princess has a fairy tale quality 
that touches me emotionally.  

Q. Have you ever actually made Sun Bread?
A. I have indeed made Sun Breads, as well as moon breads 
and people breads.  I love making edible art, and baking.  
Sun Bread was written during a cold, rainy winter, when I 
made a real bread shaped like the sun to cheer up my kids, 
who were sick of staying indoors.

Q. What is something about you that would surprise people?
A. I never went to art school - my art grows right out of my 
childhood way of playing and making small characters and 
scenes.  And I have a condition called “synesthesia,” which 
means that I see colors with numbers and letters.  For 
instance, in my mind the letter G is deep blue, and the 
number 5 is a bright, brassy golden.

Q. Who is your favorite author?
A. Shakespeare.  I love the brilliant way he put words 
together!  Another favorite is E.B. White.  Charlotte’s Web 
is the best children’s book I’ve ever read.

Q. What book would you recommend to a first-time reader 
of your books?
A. I suppose it depends on the child.  Puddle Pail seems to 
appeal to both girls and boys, and kids of any age.  I think 
children can easily relate to the search for the perfect 
collection [like Ernst the crocodile, the book’s main 
character].

Q. What would you say to the kids at Montclair Elementary 
School?
A. Don’t ever feel as if you have to leave your imaginations 
behind when you grow up!  And feed your imaginations by 
reading good books, enjoying art, creating, and dreaming!

Book Review: Time Travelers
By Max W.

Time Travelers by Linda Buckley-Archer is a very 
suspenseful book which is the first of a trilogy.   The book 
cleverly combines a fictional story with interesting 
historical facts.  The story sends two children, Kate and 

Peter,  back in time to 1763 with an 
antigravity machine and the machine is 
stolen by the evil Tar Man. They meet 
Gideon, a man in 1763, who joins their 
search for the antigravity machine.  The 
historical setting introduces the reader to 
highwaymen and gangs of footpads.  
Kate and Peter need the high tech 

machine to return home. How will they get it back? Will the 
children return to their own time unscathed? Read the book 
to find out!

Book Review: Wildwood
By Elizabeth G.

When Prue McKeel’s baby brother 
is abducted by crows and taken 
straight into the Impassable 
Wilderness (or Wildwood, as the 
locals call it), Prue knows she must 
go in and rescue him, even if that 
means entering a mysterious, 
forbidding forest that no one, yet, 
has come out of alive.

By entering the Wildwood, she 
discovers a hidden world but not a 
happy one.  As luck would have it, someone follows her into 
Wildwood, and Prue soon finds herself responsible for the 
safe return of her brother and her father.  Prue is caught in 
the middle of warring nations involving talking birds, 
coyote soldiers, ivy, a powerful yet intensely dark queen, 
bandits, peaceful farmers, and gypsies.

Wildwood, written by Colin Meloy and illustrated by Carson 
Ellis, is a fast-paced, enthralling adventure filled to the brim 
with suspense and adventure.  The book’s vibrant 
illustrations and descriptive words put you into the 
Impassable Wilderness alongside Prue.  It’s a book you will 
not want to put down until you have soaked up every detail.



Book Awards
By Shayna T. and Paloma P.
 
Have you read a book that has gotten an award?  We 
interviewed the one and only, famous Ms. Hammond about 
book awards.  Over the last few months, Ms. Hammond 
has had students read and vote on books nominated for the 
California Young Reader Medal.

Q. What are the different book 
awards?
A. There are many, many book 
awards.  The Newbery Medal (for 
the best contribution to children’s 
novels), the Caldecott Medal (for 

the best picture book), the Pura Belpré Award (for books 
about the Latino cultural experience), and the Coretta Scott 
King Award (for outstanding African American authors 
and illustrators) are just a few.  

Q. Do you have any award-winning books in the library?
A. Oh yes, I have many.  A few of them are A Ball for 
Daisy, Inside Out and Back Again, and Breaking Stalin’s 
Nose.

Q. Many of these awards are given out by the ALA.  What 
is the ALA?
A. The ALA is the American Library Association.  It’s an 
organization of librarians all over the country.  They give 
the book awards out, and they come up with policies for 
libraries.  They also do other things.

Q. If you wrote a book, what award would you want to get?
A. The Caldecott Award.  It seems the easiest, because all 
you have to do is write a short story and draw pictures!

Keep reading!
For more info about book awards, go to www.ala.org
For the California Young Reader Medal winners, see 
californiayoungreadermedal.org

Favorite Books
By Ms. Woodruff’s class
 
Ms. Woodruff’s third grade class has been learning about 
tally sheets, so they made tally sheets about people’s 
favorite book series.  Here’s what they found out:

Thanks to Ang L., Jason A., Lamar M., Madison S., Malachi 
D., Samantha R., Tabitha W. and Tyler H. (and a couple 
people who didn’t put their names on their papers!) for 
submitting data.



Science Fair
By Sofia S.

Montclair’s Science Fair was April 4th.  It was fun to look at 
all the creative project ideas and how they set it up.  I was 
amazed that so many kindergartners, first graders, and 
second graders entered and did so well. All the projects were 
so cool I didn't have a clue about who would win.  I did see 
some duplicates now and then, but the project was a good 
idea so I understand why people did the same project.   Mrs. 
Bloom thought two third graders’ projects should be seen by 
the whole school because they were interesting. Those two 
people are Riley R. and Michael P.  I think the Science Fair 
was a great experience for everyone.

Guess the Teacher
By Sam M.

This teacher was born in Illinois. This teacher is a woman. 
She has an older brother and a younger sister.  This teacher 
is in her forties.  This teacher has non-identical twin sons in 
4th grade that go to Malcolm X Elementary School in 
Berkeley.  Also, this teacher likes to eat sushi. Lastly, this 
teacher also teaches at Temple Sinai, a Jewish synagogue in 
downtown Oakland.   Can you who she is?  Look for the 
answer on the bulletin board by the office.

Odyssey of the Mind
By Justin J. 

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational 
program that challenges teams of students to solve problems 
creatively.  A team from Montclair participated in the SF 
Bay Regional Tournament on February 25th.  Here is one 
team member’s account of the event.

Timeee!! I felt a shiver come over my body.  It was a signal, 
and I knew what it meant.  The journey stops now.

It was worse than hitting a dead end in a hard maze.  We 
traveled so far, worked so hard, and had to stop now.  

The day before the competition we knew we were going to 
rock the house, like we did in regionals.  We thought we 
were fine, so we didn’t do a test run.  That was a big mistake.

We were excited.  Once we arrived, we started to unload the 
materials.  We had built a hovercraft.  We thought it was 
inflated enough, but we didn’t really know because we 
didn’t do a test run.  After it was inflated we got ready and 
were on our way!

Our challenge was to design, build, and drive a vehicle that 
would travel a course where it would encounter three 
different situations. Our hovercraft had to display a different 
human emotion for each situation.  It was called an 
Ooh-Motional Vehicle.  Our emotions were surprise, 
contentment, fear, and happiness.   But unfortunate things 
happened!  The emotions broke.  We fixed it by duct taping 
the emotions to the hovercraft.

The duct tape wasn’t strong enough, and all the emotions 
fell out, which caused a long delay.  Also, the metal oar that 
was supposed to move the hovercraft snapped in half 
because there was so much pressure on it.

Timeeee!  Yes, that shiver did come to me, but it meant 
nothing.  This was just the beginning of this odyssey.  Great 
job guys!  Ooh-Motional Vehicle team: Griffin (team 
captain), Calvin, Daniel, Duncan, Bryce, Colm, and Justin.



Restaurant Review: 
The American Grilled Cheese Kitchen
By Kamilah  B.

Are you looking for a place to eat that has great food and 
feels like home? I suggest you go to the amazing The 
American Grilled Cheese Kitchen (for short, “AGCK”). 
They serve grilled cheese sandwiches of many kinds, with 
a side of fruit, beverages, soup, and homemade desserts. 
The owner of AGCK is Heidi Gibson. Heidi Gibson is the 
champion of the Grilled Cheese Invitational. I asked Heidi 
a few questions:

Q. Why do you specialize in grilled cheese sandwiches?
A. I think the grilled cheese sandwich is a template so you 
can make it any flavor you want. It is super flexible.

Q. Did you have experience in restaurants before you 
owned The American Grilled Cheese Kitchen?
A. I had a little experience in bakeries in high school and I 
worked in software for a long time.

Q. Was it your dream to be an owner of a restaurant?
A. It was my dream to own a business but really I wasn’t 
expecting it to be a restaurant.

Q. Did you come up with all the dishes and drinks on the 
menu?
A. Yes. Everything is my original recipes.

Q. What inspired you to make a grilled cheese sandwich 
filled with mac n cheese?
A. I saw it at a grilled cheese truck in L.A. and also, it was 
an inspiration from one of our cooks, Debra.

Q. What is your favorite dish on the menu?
A. Club turkey with tomato soup.

Q. Why do you want AGCK to feel like home?
A. I want to create a whole experience, just like you’re 
coming home from school and that your mom or grandma 
makes you a snack.  

Q. What is your message to those kids who want to own 
their own business someday?
A. It is a lot of hard work and it is a lot of fun. Be honest 
with yourself of about what you’re good at and what 
you’re not. Because the things you are not good at you can 
hire people to help you.  Don’t pretend that you are good 
with everything, nobody is. Knowing what those things are 
what really is important. And then be just relentless.

The inside of AGCK does look like someone’s kitchen. 
Parts of the walls are yellow, like the sun. The handles on 
the freezers are spatulas. There is a place where you sit on 
high stools and you can see chefs and other people making 
your order.  The other places to sit are at the tables inside or 
outside. The blackboard that had the menu realistically hand 
written on it was interesting.

I had the Mac n Cheese Grilled Cheese Sandwich.  It  tasted 
like I was eating melted, creamy cheese in toasted, warm 
bread. My dad ate the Mushroom Gruyere sandwich. My 
mom ate a sandwich called the Piglet. She liked that the 
bread was toasty, the cheese was not too strong, and that 
they give fruit with every order. She also liked the Bloody 
Orange drink and tomato soup.  

The American Grilled Cheese Kitchen is a great place to eat. 
If you are in San Francisco and looking for something that 
is familiar but also unique to eat, go to AGCK. 

Location: 1 South Park Street, San Francisco, CA 94107, 
www.theamericansf.com.  



In honor of our Books & Reading theme, this month we’re 
featuring stories and poetry written by Montclair students, 
including the winners of our  short story contest (next page)!

The Mother Otter
By Isabelle W.

Once upon a time, there lived a sea otter named Toola. She had 
no children, yet she dearly wanted sea otter kids of her own. 
One day, Toola was swimming along when she noticed a big 
white thing filled with little brown things. She swam closer and 
realized it was a big white fishing net filled with 15 little brown 
sea otters. They were all babies. Toola swam toward the net and 
then swam inside. After that she swam back out, taking all the 
sea otter babies with her. Unaware of her surroundings - she 

was still quite close to the net - she counted the little sea otter 
babies. There were 14. Oh no! she thought to herself, I’m 
missing one of the sea otter babies!  But then she swam into the 
net and retrieved the last baby sea otter. The sea otters were 
reunited. And Toola decided to take all 15 sea otter babies as 
her own. Then they all grew up to be happy and healthy sea 
otters and she was very proud that she was the one to raise 
them. 

This is based on a true story about an otter at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium named Toola.  She was the first sea otter ever to 
raise babies that were successfully released back into the wild. 
She also inspired some people to make laws to protect sea 
otters, which are endangered.

My Friend
By Shayna T.

I’ve got a friend
Who’s really funny.
She’s really nice:
As sweet as honey!

When I’m with her
Life’s like a cat’s purr:
Simple, without worries.
It’s like the world stops...
There’s no one who hurries.

Sometimes we get mad at one another,
And our fights are like no other.
But we think that’s okay,
As long as we stay
Friends as we used to be.
Friends are friends, they always are, you see.

To make a long story short:
We’re best friends of a sort.

Books
By Elizabeth G.

Books are my soul
Books are my heart
Books are amazing
right from the start
filled with colors, and heroes,
and adventures galore, 
I can always find myself 
asking for more of
these Books! Books! Books!

 About Otter Tales
Student Otter-tors: 
Allison R., Shayna T., Paloma P. and Elizabeth G.

Advisers: Ms. Rasul | Jeni Paltiel

Find more Otter Tales online at

ottertalesnews.wordpress.com



Congratulations to our fiction contest winners!  To read the 
ends of these stories, go to ottertalesnews.wordpress.com. 

The Magic in the Music Box
By Camille K.

Tap. Tap. Tap. Amanda listened to the rain as she sat by the 
fire.  Tap. Tap. The flames danced as the wind pushed and 
pulled.  She got a brown mustache as she sipped her hot 
cocoa and ate her marshmallow.  She stared at the flames, 
deep in though.

“Amanda!” yelled Jake, her pesky little brother.  “Mom said 
you need to clean your room!”

“Ugh,” Amanda sighed.

“Amanda!” Jake snapped.

“I’m coming!  Plus I’m older than you, so you can’t snap at 
me!” Amanda yelled, stomping off to her room.  “My room’s 
not even very messy,” she said under her breath.

“I heard that, Amanda,” her mom said in a warning tone.  
“Just please pick it up.”

“Okay, fine,” Amanda said.

“Thank you.  Oh, and Jake, you should clean your room, 
too,” Liz, their mom, said.

“What?!” Jake yelled.

“Ha,” Amanda said, and with that she cleaned with a smile 
on her face.

“Hm.  I didn’t know I owned this,” Amanda said, picking up 
a delicate looking music box.  She marveled over the 
intricate looking pattern on the polished wood.

WHAT’S IN THE BOX?  FIND OUT ONLINE!

Weather Controller
By Bella C.

I sat, waiting for something to happen.  Nothing did.  It had 
been ten days since the last sunshine had peeked through the 
clouds.  Rain, rain, rain.  Talk about being bored.  Mom and 

Jupiter were out at the mall, and Dad was at work.  Which 
left me, all alone.

I walked into my room.  Clothes, games, and papers lay 
freely on the floor.  Monopoly, Clue, Life; I had played 
these games before.  I looked around for something to do.  
All of a sudden, I saw a game I’d never seen before: 1 
Wish, it read.  I picked it up, and opened the instruction 
booklet.  “Make a wish while holding the necklace,” it 
said.  But no more words lined the page.  I reached into 
the box to find the necklace.  Nothing!

Great, something interesting, and it’s missing pieces.  I 
walked toward my bed.  All of a sudden, I stepped on 
something sharp.  I looked down; I had stepped on the 
necklace!  I picked it up, held it to my heart, and cried, 
“Oh I wish, I wish something would happen!”  

GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO READ WHAT HAPPENS NEXT!

The Black Dove
By Justin J.

Introduction

Dear Reader, what you will hear is important, so listen 
closely.  This is a tale passed down from the Mayans 
thousands of years ago, passed down from father to son, 
time after time, to today.  But unfortunately I cannot bear 
a child, so I ask you to pay attention and pass down the 
tale to your child, instead of mine.  This task is on your 
hands, so may the tale never perish and live on with 
immortality.

-- Juan Fernandez

Chapter One

A long, long time ago there was a little girl named Maria.  
Her father was the Mayan sky god, and he ruled the 
heavens.  But, sometimes the people down below made 
him angry.  Maria always would calm her father down, so 
she was her father’s favorite.  Maria would help calm 
down everyone who was angry, so she was a liked girl.  
She lived her regular life until the day before she turned 
11, the day her fate would be chosen.

WHAT IS MARIA’S FATE?  FIND OUT AT
OTTERTALESNEWS.WORDPRESS.COM!



ACROSS

1. Graphic novel
2. Popular book
3. Part of book that displays title
4. Writer
5. Legal right to publish
6. Long fictional piece of writing
7. Part of a book’s binding

DOWN

8. Picture in a book
9. Section of a book
10. List of what’s in a book
11. Part of a book that contains type
12. Our school mascot


