
Science Fair Results
By Peyton W.

Montclair 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders turned in their science 
fair projects several weeks ago, on Thursday, April 10.  The 
results are now in and a few science fair projects really stood 
out this year.  Teachers picked two science fair projects from 
each of the upper grades that they thought were interesting 
to represent Montclair at the OUSD Science Fair, which 
took place on Wednesday, May 21 at Chabot Space & 
Science Center.  

"It's not a contest per se, but there is a rubric and the projects 
chosen must meet standards of the Scientific Method to be 
considered," said 4th grade teacher Ms. Chanter.

Congratulations to all our young scientists on your 
experiments and explorations this year!

3rd Graders
Piper W. - The Anatomy of a Purr
Nikhila R. - Scientific Movement

4th Graders
Caden W. - Which Sorbent Absorbs Oil Most Efficiently?
Natalie and Phillip L. - Impure Water and its Effect on the 
Growth of Seeds

5th Graders
Pilar B. - Can Music Affect Your Ability to Focus?
Max L. - Harmonics on a Stratocaster Guitar

I interviewed Max L., a 5th grader in Ms. Pearson's class, to 
find out a little more about his science project on 
Harmonics:

Peyton: What was your project?
Max: My project was about harmonics on a guitar.  A 
harmonic creates a lasting ringing out sound, like a bell, that 
happens when you put your finger lightly over a specific 
place on the fretboard and strum the strings.  Electric guitars 
have pickups (electric magnets that amplify sound).  My 
hypothesis was that if I changed the pickup, using the 
pickup selector lever, the location of the harmonic would 
change.

P: How did you come up with the idea for your project?
M: Last year I saw this project when I was doing online 
research.  I had already decided on my 4th grade project, but 
I really wanted to learn more about harmonics.   This year, I 
felt I really should do it because I've been writing my own 
music and experimenting with the different sounds I can get 
from my guitar.

P: How did you test your project?
M: There are three different pickups on my guitar.  I picked 
one control and measured the guitar string in centimeters, 
and then measured the distance between the bridge and the 
location of the harmonic on the fretboard.  I did the same 
measurement for each string and my variable was the 
different pickup selection.

P: What was your result?
M: My hypothesis was partially correct.  The pickup 
changed the tone of the harmonic, but not the location.

P: Did you learn anything interesting from your project?
M: Yes, I learned more about pickups.  I learned how they 
are constructed with coils of metal and magnets.  I learned 
how the pickup is an inductor and how it amplifies string 
vibrations or sound waves.    I also learned that harmonics 
are placed at exact fractions on the guitar string (at 1/2, 1/4, 
and 1/6).  This is interesting and makes sense if you 
understand sound frequency/wavelength.  I also think it's 
cool that I can customize my electric guitar by changing out 
the pickup.  Understanding the science behind the pickup 
makes me feel more confident when I go into a music store 
and want to buy parts. 

P: What do you like the most about science?
M: I like that you get to guess about things and then 
experiment about what you're going to do.  Science is my 
favorite subject in school.
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Things To  Do This Summer
By Kayle L. & Zoe K.

Get ready for sun and fun!

There are many fun things to do this summer that are free, 
like hiking.

Hiking at Leona Canyon is fun because there are always 
friendly dogs and streams.  Sometimes there are butterflies 
flying and they might land on your head or hands.

Another suggestion is going to the Crab Cove Park in 
Alameda.  They have a big play structure, tennis courts, and 
a baseball field.  You can even take your dog to their doggy 
park.  When you are done, you can splash your feet walking 
at the nearby beach.

Another suggestion is going to free movies in the park.  
They have them on some Fridays during summer at 
Redwood Heights Recreation Center.

Have a fun summer!

The Oakland A’s
By James S.

Our hometown baseball team, the Oakland Athletics, is 
doing great this year and is currently in first place in the 
American League.   They have the best record of all 
American League teams!
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They have lots of strong players like Josh Donaldson, 
Brandon Moss, and Derek Norris and also great hitters like 
Yoenis Cespedes. It's also fun to watch Eric Sogard who has 
made his nerd glasses cool.  

If you like baseball and you also like math, you should 
check out Mathletics on the Oakland A's web site.  You can 
download a workbook of cool math problems.  If you 
complete them and send your answers into the A's before 
June 27 they will send you two free tickets an A's game.

Check it out at:
http://oakland.athletics.mlb.com/oak/community/ and click 
on Educational Programs.

Go A's!

  

Living with a Peanut Allergy
By Kelsey D.

When I was two I ate a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, 
then I got a rash.

My allergy doctor confirmed that I have a peanut allergy and 
said not to eat peanuts or anything that is manufactured in a 
facility that processes peanuts.  Luckily I’ve never had a 
serious reaction and we are hoping I will grow out of it.  

It has been a little difficult avoiding products with peanuts.  
Most chocolates, candies and cookies either have peanuts or 
are manufactured in a facility that processes peanuts. So are 
a lot of brands of ice creams, cereals, and granola bars. 

I end up eating more whole foods rather than packaged 
foods.  Instead of eating peanut butter sandwiches I eat 
turkey, cheese, or hummus.  

Thankfully I’m not allergic to tree nuts because then I 
wouldn’t be able to have almond butter, sun butter, or my 
favorite, pistachio butter. 

It seems like most of the things I can’t eat are unhealthy. 
Because there are so many sweets I cannot eat, I’ve 
developed healthier eating habits.  

Sometimes I feel jealous when I see other people eating 
things that look good to me but have peanuts.  Even though 
I feel sad sometimes I know it’s okay because there are 
plenty of yummy things I can eat and I’m lucky to be as 
healthy as I am.

Illustration: Ellena A.
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Recipe: Salmon Teriyaki
By Iliana C.

What you need:
4 large mushrooms
1/4 cup soy sauce
1 Tbsp granulated sugar
1 Tbsp vegetable oil
2/3 cup bean sprouts
2 salmon steaks

What you do:
1. Slice the mushrooms.
2. Put the soy sauce, sugar, and 2 Tbsp water into a 
saucepan.  Bring the mixture to a boil, then simmer for about 
10 minutes, stirring all the time, until the sauce is thick and 
syrupy.
3. Remove the pan from the heat and put a lid on it to keep 
the sauce warm.
4. Heat the oil in a frying pan and add the sliced mushrooms 
and bean sprouts.  Fry them for 5 minutes, then put them 
into an oven-proof dish.
5. Turn the oven on to its lowest setting and put the 
vegetables into the oven to keep them warm.
6. Put the salmon steaks into the frying pan.  Cook them for 
about 5 minutes on each side, until they are slightly brown 
and cooked through.
7. Put one salmon steak and some of the cooked vegetables 
onto each plate.  Carefully spoon the sauce over the salmon.

Serves: 2

     

Summer Fruit Parfait
By Gemma O.

What you need:
8 oz. mango yogurt
1/4 cup blueberries
1/4 cup sliced pineapple
1/4 cup blackberries

What you do:
1. Get an 8 oz. glass and put the mango yogurt in the glass.
2. Put the blueberries on top of the yogurt.
3. Put the pineapple in.
4. Put the blackberries in.
5. Pick your favorite topping (like whipped cream) and put 
it on top.  

Serves: 1

Mug Cake
By Mike P.

What you need:
3 Tbsp unsweetened cocoa powder
2 Tbsp sugar
1 Tbsp flour
3 Tbsp milk
3 Tbsp vegetable oil
3 Tbsp egg white (save the yolk for something else)
1/4 tsp vanilla

What you do:
1. In a 1-1/2 cup microwave-safe mug, blend the cocoa, 
sugar, and flour together.
2. Add the milk, oil, egg white, and vanilla.
3. Stir vigorously for 2 minutes, making sure you mix 
everything together well.
4. Cook in microwave for 2 minutes.  Check to make sure 
it’s cooked on the bottom by lifting it a little with a spoon.  
If it’s runny, cook 10 seconds more at a time until it’s done.  
Do not overcook it, or it will be rubbery.  You want the 
texture to be moist and slightly undercooked.
5. Let it cool until just warm and serve plain or with 
whipped cream or fresh fruit.

Serves: 1.  
Source: 2stews.com

Summer is the perfect time to 
learn to cook or try a new recipe!

Illustration: Gemma O.
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Congratulations to our 5th graders as they move on to middle school!  And welcome 
to the 2nd graders who helped out with Otter Tales for the first time this issue.

See you next Fall!  If you’ll be in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade, look for an announcement 
after school starts about how to write or draw for Otter Tales.  

Find more Otter Tales online at ottertalesnews.wordpress.com

Guess the Teacher
By Maddie F.

This teacher says being a teacher 
is wonderful and very fun.  Her 
favorite color is blue.  Her 
favorite foods are pizza and 
sushi.  She likes tennis.  She has 
been teaching for over four 
years and she likes kids.   

She is a new teacher at 
Montclair Elementary School.  
She has a little boy.  

Can you guess who this 
teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER 
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
BY THE OFFICE

Volcanoes by Kasey K.

Illustration: Cate Q.

Book Review 
By Alex J.

“The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate,” by Jacqueline Kelly, is about a girl named 
Calpurnia who finds out what she wants to be and what she doesn’t want to be. 

When Calpurnia turns 11 many things happen in her life. One of the things is that 
she spends lots of time with her grandfather, who is a scientist. Calpurnia also 
wants to be a scientist, but since she is a girl her parents, especially her mother, 
want her to learn how to cook, sew, and play the piano.  What will Calpurnia do, 
what she wants to do or what her mother wants her to do ?   

I suggest that you read “The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate” if you want to enjoy a 
story of fun, adventure, and finding more about yourself. 

     

Don’t be “the snob”
in your class.


