
Hello & Goodbye
Welcome to our last issue of the 2012-2013 school year.  
This issue is all about summer fun! It has games you can 
play, jokes, and a yummy recipe.

Some of our staff members will be moving on to middle 
school next year.  We also have some new writers in this 
issue: Second graders from Ms. Rasul’s class helped out.  

If you’ll be in third, fourth or fifth grade next year and 
would like to work on Otter Tales, watch for an 
announcement about our first meeting once school starts in 
August.

Have a great summer!

Chocolate Pineapple Smoothie
By Skyler W.

Summer is creeping in, but instead of breaking out the ice 
cream, try this high-protein, cold, and downright delicious 
smoothie.

Ingredients:
1 banana
1 cup of frozen pineapple 
   chunks
3 tablespoons of chocolate 
   protein powder
2 cup of coconut milk 
   (or regular milk)

Put all the ingredients in a  
blender and blend until smooth.

Serves 2, so you can share with a friend. 

ENJOY!!

Movie Review: Matilda
By Layla B.

“Matilda” is a movie.  It is a book by Roald Dahl, too.  It is 
about a girl that can control things with her eyes.  There is 
also a mean principal.

“Matilda” is a good story and movie.  I think you should 
watch it.

Guess the Teacher
By Siri P.
 
This teacher lives in Lafayette and has one boy and two 
girls.  Her favorite color is purple and her favorite animal 
is a horse.  Her hair is blond and her eyes are blue.  Her 
favorite food is key lime pie.  Her favorite T.V. show is 
The Jon Stewart Show.  She has 24 kids in her class.  She 
was born in Royal Oak, Michigan.  Her favorite game is 
cribbage.  She likes books by T.C. Boyle.  Who is this 
teacher?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
BY THE OFFICE



Interview with My Dad
By Royce L.

Since Father’s Day is coming up, Royce interviewed his dad 
to find out more about his job.

What do you do when you work?
As a lawyer, I represent workers in lawsuits against their 
employers.  Most of my cases are class actions, where I 
represent groups of workers, from as few as 50 workers to as 
many as 4,000.  Most of my cases deal with the failure to 
properly pay wages or provide benefits.  I also do some 
discrimination cases based on disability, and I am the 
Hearing Officer for the City of Oakland’s Citizen’s Police 
Review Board.

Do you like being a lawyer?
Yes, most of the time.  A lot depends on the attorneys on the 
other side of the case.  Since class actions can take as long 
as eight to ten years to resolve, you can be stuck dealing 
with difficult people for a long time.  Then, it’s not fun.

Are you very busy?
Most of the time, yes.  It can vary greatly.

Do you interview a lot of people?
Yes, that’s one thing I do all the time.  Since I represent 
groups of workers, I try to interview as many as possible to 
prepare the case for trial.  Getting to know my clients is one 
of the things I like best about my job.

What did you like to do at school?
I enjoyed writing.  I had a very good English teacher in high 
school who prepared me well for college and law.    
Montclair students are learning writing skills that I did not 
learn until high school or college.  I think many of you will 
be surprised to learn how far those skills can take you.

What do you do in your spare time?
I play video games with my son Royce and listen to music 
with my daughter Laila.  Other than that, I like traveling, 
fishing, and boating.

SUMMER FUN TIP: Try interviewing someone you know 
this summer.  You might learn something new about 
them!

Report Card Mad Libs
Ava E.

Dear parents/guardians of _____________,

____________ has been doing very 

____________ this semester.   _______ is  

very ____________ to his ___________.  

________ is also very interested in 

_______ing.  ______ needs to work on 

_______ing and ________ing.  ________ is 

a _________ ____________.  Overall, 

________ is a __________ student.  I enjoy 

having ________ in my _________.

Signed,

Your teacher    
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Two Great Summer Games
By Cate Q. and Makena L.

Summer is almost here.  Out of ideas for fun?  Here are 
some things to do.  Call some friends and play one of these 
games.

Frisbee Tic Tac Toe
Try this active version of a classic game.

Things you need to play:
A blank shower curtain and duct tape.  Put the tape on the 
curtain in a tic tac toe grid.  Also, six Frisbees with three of 
one color and three of another color.

How to play: 
Kids take turns throwing the Frisbee on the mat from at least 
a foot away.  Try to land the Frisbee in one of the squares.  If 
you get three Frisbees of your color in a row, you win!

Sponge Tag
This is a variation of tag, using a wet sponge to tag a player.

Things you need to play:
A large, soft sponge like the one you use to wash a car.

How to play:
Pick the first kid to be “it.”  “It” will have a big wet sponge 
and try to tag someone with it.  If you have not been tagged 
you win the game.

See the Otter Tales website for photos of these games!

Knock-Knock Jokes
By Dylan P.

Here are some jokes from a book I bought at the Book Fair:
(Super Incredible Knock-Knock Jokes for Kids by Bob Phillips)

Knock, knock.                Knock, knock.
Who’s there?  Who’s there?
Atch.   Cows.
Atch who?  Cows who?
Bless you.  No, owls hoo.  Cows moo.

SUMMER FUN TIP: Sign up for the Oakland Public 
Library summer reading program June 15-August 10.  
The Montclair library has activities all summer long.  
For details, visit the library or oaklandlibrary.org.

Summer Reading List
Dina F.

3rd grade-4th grade
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing - Judy Bloom
Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great - Judy Bloom
James and the Giant Peach - Roald Dahl
Matilda, The Magic Finger, or The BFG -Roald Dahl
Ivy + Bean series  - Annie Barrows
Shell Silverstein's poems
The Dangerous Book for Boys/The Daring Book for Girls

4th grade- 5th grade
Emily Windsnap series - Liz Kessler
The Secret series - Pseudonymous Bosch
Stargirl - Jerry Spinelli 
Holes - Louis Sachar
Island of the Blue Dolphins - Scott O'Dell
Music of the Dolphins - Karen Hesse
Number the Stars - Lois Lowry
The Percy Jackson series - Rick Riordan
Harry Potter - J.K. Rowling
The Homework Machine - Dan Gutman
No Talking - Andrew Clements
The Cricket in Times Square - George Selden
Love That Dog - Sharon Creech
The Magic Half - Annie Barrows

5th grade- 6th grade
Smile and Drama - Raina Telgemeier
Peak -  Roland Smith
The Giver - Lois Lowry (and other books by her) 
The Princess Academy - Shannon Hale
Anything by Rick Riordan
Anything by Judy Bloom
Hatchet - Gary Paulsen
I am the Ice Worm - Maryann Easley
Ishi, Last of His Tribe - Theodora Kroeber
Tuck Everlasting - Natalie Babbitt
Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer
Out of My Mind - Sharon Draper
Wonder - R. J. Palacio
The Invention of Hugo Cabret - Brian Selznick
Wonderstruck - Brian Selznick
The Candymakers -  Wendy Mass

Write your own ideas on the lines below:

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Find more snowball comics by Josh C., Max L. and Peyton W. on our website: ottertalesnews.wordpress.com!

See more house-torical characters by Julia S. on our website: ottertalesnews.wordpress.com!

Art: Peyton W.


