
Rain Can’t Dampen Fifth
Graders’ Fun
By Avery R-C., Kira C., & Sophia J.
 
Have you ever hiked to the top of a hill in the rain? Or kissed 
a banana slug? Fifth graders did all that and more at Walker 
Creek Ranch!

The fifth grade overnight field trip at Walker Creek Ranch 
was an interesting and new experience for the three fifth 
grade Montclair classes. The trip was four nights and five 
days during the week of March 7-11. The trip taught us more 
about science and was filled with excitement and 
challenges. Each group had a naturalist who led the group 
on hikes and taught them new things. 

We slept in bunk beds in cabins or dormitories and good 
food was served everyday in a buffet style cafeteria. “I 
really enjoyed the food which the cooks provided,” said 
David M., a fifth grader in Mrs. Brookes’ class.

Each day was filled with hikes and games. Our nightly 
activities were campfire, the Barn Boogie, the night hike, 
and a mock town hall meeting. 
  
Some of the highlights of the trip were the Barn Boogie and 
the hikes. The Barn Boogie was very fun because some of 
the naturalists dressed up as DJs and taught us silly dances. 
We had freeze dance, free dance, and a dance-off between 
two girls. Lots of people enjoyed the free dance because the 
lights flashed on and off with disco colors and the naturalists 
played hits from the radio like Silento’s “Whip and Nae 
Nae” and  Bruno Mars’ “Uptown Funk.”

The hikes were beautiful. The forests were filled with bay 
laurels and ferns. When it rained we saw lots of worms and 
newts. The view from the hills was spectacular as we looked 
down upon the tiny camp and cows that grazed on the hills 
opposite us. Some of the favorite hikes were the night hike, 

with no flashlights, and the solo hike where you walk alone 
in the woods.

“My favorite part was the solo hike because I was alone with 
only nature. I also enjoyed the Barn Boogie free dance 
which was really fun!” said Makena L., also from Mrs. 
Brookes‘ class. 

There was supposed to be an all-day hike, but it was delayed 
by the rain. However, a few groups did a half-day hike to the 
top of Walker Peak despite the constant drizzle. Kids did 
daring things like dunking their heads in Turtle Pond and 
kissing banana slugs.

Over all, the fifth grade overnight trip was really fun and we 
think that future 5th graders will enjoy it!

Golden Sneaker Contest Gets 
Kids Moving
By Sarah M.

Every year, Montclair Elementary School holds The Golden 
Sneaker Contest, a competition between classes to see how 
many kids walk, carpool, or bike to school. 

The main goals of The Golden Sneaker Contest are to help 
kids get healthier and create a cleaner environment. The 
contest is stretched over ten days. It is a fun way to get 
exercise and make the Earth a better place. 

This year was a very exciting contest, with Ms. Torres’ class 
coming in first place, and Ms. Chanter and Ms. Peare tied 
for second place! Congratulations and good luck next year! 
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A Watch That Saves Lives
By Riley T. & Zoe K.
Illustration: UNICEF

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), an 
organization that helps children around the world, created a 
new watch that can keep kids active while saving lives.

The UNICEF Kid Power Band tells the time, counts your 
steps, and shows your Kid Power points, your user name, 
and how close you are to your next mission. According to 
the Kid Power website, “Kid Power Missions are virtual 
journeys with Team Members to countries receiving 
therapeutic food packets.”

If you walk a certain number of steps you earn a Kid Power 
Point. If you get ten Kid Power Points you earn an RUTF 
packet to be donated to people in places that suffer from 
malnutrition. RUTF stands for “Ready to Use Therapeutic 
Food.” RUTF packets are like very healthy peanut butter. 

Malnutrition happens when your body does not get enough 
nutrition so you don't have enough energy to play or get 
active.  Kids normally suffer the most, but together we can 
stop malnutrition all together if we work as a team. If some 
one gets 150 packets they will not need the RUTF packets 
any more and will be all better. 

The designers used kids from Montclair Elementary to help 
them design the bands. We went to their office and they 
brought out five prototypes. We each got a prototype to try 
on. We told them things that we thought were good and bad 
about the bands. We thought the nylon band was 
uncomfortable and that the velcro connectors itchy. We told 
them it should be softer and maybe a rubbery material 
would be better. 

“The kids helped by having a lot of opinions about what 
they liked and didn’t like with previous bands and 
wristbands in general,” said the head designer. “We also 
went to New York to look at kids in their classrooms. We 
looked at what backpacks they were using, what clothes and 
shoes they liked. What stuff they had on their desks. 
Anything that could give us a clue what they liked.”
 
The designers made very good changes according to our 
input. Some kids from Montclair got invited to a photoshoot 
for the bands. 

If you want a UNICEF band, you can buy them online.

 

Guess the Teacher
By Maya K. & Asal R.

▪ This teacher’s favorite animal is a tiger.
▪ This teacher’s favorite colors are green and orange.
▪ This teacher wears glasses.
▪ This teacher plays five instruments.
▪ This teacher’s favorite instrument is the piano.

 Can you guess who this teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER 
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
BY THE OFFICE

QUESTION FOR THE HEAD DESIGNER

Is the UNICEF Kid Power Band ecosystem 
friendly?
 
I really wish it was but unfortunately the band is not 
eco-friendly. We wanted to make this band affordable 
for a lot of kids and to make it affordable we needed to 
use these materials. Hopefully in the future we can 
make products like this eco-friendly. The best we can 
do as designers is to make products that people like 
and don’t through away. The best you can do as a 
consumer is to not buy too much stuff. 



 Pranked!
By Joshua J.

My fellow students, I am sorry to say that this will be the last 
issue of Otter Tales. So enjoy this last issue and put it in your 
collection, if you have one.

Ha! Just kidding - April Fool’s!

April Fool’s Day started a long time ago in France, when 
April 1 was the country’s New Year’s Day.  In 1582, Pope 
Gregory changed the calendar from the Julian calendar 
(created by Julius Caesar) to the Gregorian calendar. Now, 
January 1 was the first day of the year instead of April 1.

Not everyone was happy about this. Some people decided to 
still follow the Julian calendar. Others called these people 
poisson d’Avril, which means “fish of April,” because a 
young fish is easy to catch.  As a joke, people hooked paper 
fishes on the backs of people who still observed the old New 
Year’s Day.  Today, April Fool’s is still used for pranking.

One of the biggest hoaxes in history was when Taco Bell 
said they purchased the Liberty Bell to help the national 
debt and that they had a new name for it...the Taco Liberty 
Bell! People were not happy and did not believe this was a 
good thing. Finally, Taco Bell said it was just a joke.

April 1 is very special for me because it’s my birthday, and 
no one can prank me!

     

 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Isabel S.
Faculty Adviser: Ms. Chanter
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Welcome to the third issue of Otter Tales for the 
2015-2016 school year!  The paper is written and 
illustrated by third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  We 
publish four issues a year, in November, February, April 
and June.

Find more Otter Tales online at 
ottertalesnews.wordpress.com

Do you have a story idea for 
Otter Tales? 
What would you like to see us write about?  If you 
know of something interesting happening at our 
school or in our community, or someone doing 
something news-worthy, please put a note in the 
Otter Tales binder in the office, or talk to Ms. 
Chanter.  Thanks!
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Otter Tales students have been learning about cartooning. Make your own comic by drawing a beginning (the 
set-up), middle (the build), and end (the punch-line).


