
Wildlife All Around You
Animals share our urban environment

By Isabelle W., Madison S. & Peyton W.

You may not notice it, but there is wildlife all around 
us.  In Montclair, you can see raccoons, robins, turkeys, 
blue jays, rabbits, there is even a family of deer that 
lives on my road!  Near Orinda, you can see many 
turkeys everywhere. There could be a robin whizzing 
right by your head and you wouldn’t notice!  Raccoons, 
however, will eat your garbage so you’d better watch 
out! Now, if you see a wild animal, just leave it alone. 
Definitely don’t harm it. 

We went to visit the Montclair Veterinary Hospital and 
there was a woman named Mary Condon there.  She 
told us the Montclair Vet sees many wild animals in the 
hospital.  They get birds, raccoons, possums, and squir-
rels.  In fact, just before we came in there was an 
injured hummingbird that they treated.  They do not 
treat big wildlife, like deer, unless they’re babies.  

If the animals are not injured they send them back to 
their homes. If they are injured the doctor looks at them 
and treats them and then sends them to a place called 
Lindsay Wildlife Museum. This process is called 
“triage.” 

Mary’s favorite animal is a hawk. They get injured 
hawks at the vet. The hawks are injured because they 
see prey on the ground and they dive for the prey but 
they cannot stop so they crash into the ground, or wires, 
or they get hit by a car.  Mary worked only with dogs 
and cats before working at the vet. She likes working at 
the vet because she thinks it’s fun working with 
animals.                              

There is another urban wildlife rescue center right here 
in Oakland called Yggdrasil!  It sounds like ig-dru-sil.  

Continued on page 2
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Welcome Otters!
A note from the Otter Tales editors

We are so excited to introduce this year’s otterific 
newspaper.  We’ll give you the inside scoop on 
our fabulous school.  We can’t write this all by 
ourselves, so feel free to give us ideas.

Sincerely,
The Otter-tors
Allison R., Shayna, Paloma P. and Elizabeth G.

Faculty Advisers: Ms. Keegan, Ms. Rasul & 
Ms. Wasson / Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

This Canada goose at Lake Merritt is just one of 
the many wild animals found in Oakland.
Photo by: Haley

For more photos of local wildlife, 
visit our new Otter Tales website:
ottertalesnews.wordpress.com



Urban Wildlife
Continued from page 1

This word comes from mythology and means "World 
Tree."  The world tree's branches stretched across the 
whole universe, and it nourished the animals that lived 
in it and the animals nourished the tree too.  This is 
what the Yggdrasil urban wildlife rescue center does - 
it  heals sick, injured, or orphaned wildlife.

A habitat is a place where something can live.  Some 
wildlife live in cities and neighborhoods because there 
are few other places for them to live.  Wild animals 
don't need humans to survive and aren't pets.  Urban 
means living in a city, so an urban animal is an animal 
that lives in the city.  Another one of the missions of 
Yggdrasil is to educate people about urban wildlife, 
nature and how we can co-habitate (live together).

If you find an injured or orphaned animal, Yggdrasil 
wants you to put it in a box in a quiet and safe place 
away from pets, and put a heating pad (set to low) 
under the box.  Don't try to handle the animal or feed it.  
The center takes animals in need that live in our neigh-
borhoods - raccoons, squirrels, possums, rabbits, deer.  
They can't take birds, though, because they don't have 
the space (but Lindsay Wildlife in Walnut Creek will 
take them).  Yggdrasil is looking for a new home for 
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Guess the Teacher

By Dina F.

This teacher has two children and 
five siblings.  He or she was born 
in Alabama.  This teacher is a veteran and has 
been teaching for ten years.  He or she knows 
how to break down a computer and put it back 
together.  This teacher likes to sew in his or her 
free time.

Can you guess who it is?  Look for the answer in 
our next issue or on the bulletin board by the 
office.

the rescue center because they can not stay on Sher-
wood Drive much longer.

If you see an injured wild animal bring it to either the 
Montclair Vet or Yggdrasil.  Always be careful with 
wild animals, especially injured ones.

You can learn more about these organizations and 
donate to help them on their websites, YUWR.org and 
petandwildlifefund.org.

 
Advice: How to be a Friend
by Elizabeth G. & Paloma P.

Sometimes it’s kind of hard to keep being friends to a 
friend.  Sometimes friendships hit rough patches, but 
not to worry, they happen to everyone.  But it’s still 
really important to have friends and to be a good friend 
back.  Here are some ways to be a friend:

1. You have to listen to what your friend says.  If you’re 
always blurting out stuff and not listening, your friend 
will not feel needed.

2. Laugh with them, not 
at them.  Or else your 
friend will feel like 
she’s/he’s being bullied.

3. Be NICE.  No one 
wants to be friends with a 
jerk.

4. Don’t boss your friend around; everyone wants to be 
in charge of his or her own mind.

5. Be a comforter - if your friend is sad, try to cheer 
them up.

6. Stand up for your friend if someone is being  mean  
to them.

7. If you’re told a secret, KEEP the secret.  Everyone 
deserves privacy.

8. Have trust in your friend.  You don’t have to share 
secrets, but if you need help, ask for it.

If you do all that, then you’ll know you have a good 
friend and you are a good friend, too.
  

It’s important to 
have friends and 
to be a good 
friend back



The Otter Walk
A report on our fundraiser

By Elizabeth G. & Shayna

The Otter Walk was very successful this year.  
Congratulations to everyone who walked and 
helped contribute towards the school’s 
fundraising.  Now the school has enough money 
to fund music, art, P.E., computers, library, and 
drama.  Thanks to all the adults for helping with 
food, bid boards, stamping and entertainment, 
and for encouraging us to keep walking and 
raise more money for our school.

Calvin S. and Anthony F. (both fifth graders) 
were our school’s top walkers this year.  They 
both walked 51 kilometers.  Calvin and Anthony 
ate hot dogs while they walked, but they didn’t 
take a single break!  “It feels really good to set 
the school record for this year!” Calvin said.  
“But I hate that I didn’t beat the record of 52 
kilometers.”  Anthony felt the same way.

Some kindergarteners even walked 26 
kilometers.  That was incredible!  We hope you 
enjoyed the Montclair Otter Walk!

BOOK REVIEW

“School of Fear”
By Elizabeth G.

When four phobic children go to a school to help 
them get over their fears, it makes quite an 
interesting story in this fun-filled adventure by 
Gitty Daneshvari.

There’s Theo, who’s afraid of danger, and of him or anyone 
in his family dying.  His case is so serious that he has to call 
every member of his family every hour to ask them if they 
are dead or alive.  Madeline, a young British girl, is deathly 
afraid of any sort of creepy crawly.  She always wears a veil 
and carries six cans of bug spray.  Garrison, a Miami town 
boy, is terrified of deep water, almost fainting at just hearing 
the waves crash along the sand.  And don’t forget Lulu, 
who’s the most claustrophobic person you’ll ever meet.

The school the kids go to is probably the weirdest place 
they’ll ever set foot in.  Also, probably the scariest place for 
them.  Before I give anything else away, I must say that you 
have to read the book in order to find out how these children 
battle their fears.

Mole & Owl
By Max L.
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Who are
you?

Hoo

No really, who 
are you?

Hoo

Who -yawn-
are you?

Hoo

His name is John!
My name 
is John.



United Nations Day
Learning about other cultures

By Paloma P. & Allison R.

United Nations Day at Montclair Elementary is a day 
to celebrate different cultures.  There were activities 
such as dancing, bagpipes, drums, and hula.  There 
were games like horeshoe toss and steal the bacon.  
Everyone liked the games, activities and music.  Fifth-
grader Maya L. said, “I liked UN Day because I got to 
learn about different cultures.”  Third-grader Isabelle 
said, “I got to try new stuff and there were fun games.”  
Fourth-grader Essenia liked having her mom there 
helping with the food distribution.  There was ground 
beef, mochi, rice, latkes, Jello-O, and other delicious 
foods.  There was a lot of helpful parent participation.

Fifth-grader Sophie F. has Celiac Disease, which 
means she cannot eat gluten, which is found in some 
grains.  She found it hard to find something she could 
eat.  “There wasn’t a lot of gluten-free food,” she said. 
Now you know different perspectives on UN Day.

Spooky Fun
By Madison S. & Isabelle W.

The Halloween parade was spectacular!   There were a 
ton of awesome and creative costumes this year.  The 
one we thought was the most creative was the genie on 
the flying carpet.  The scariest was the boy with the 

mask that shot blood down the front of it.  The most 
popular costumes this year seemed to be vampires and 
pirates.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

La Mediterranee
By Allison R.

La Mediterranee is a place to try new things.  You can 
try amazing hummus, the lamb meatballs, or 
pomegranate chicken, all perfectly spiced.  The 
beautiful decor makes you feel like you’re in Greece.  
All of the staff make you feel at home.  You will love 
everything about this place.

La Mediterranee: 2936 College Ave, Berkeley
(510) 540-7773 | www.cafelamed.com

Poll: Favorite Thanksgiving Foods

By Allison R.

I asked 24 people what their favorite Thanksgiving 
food was, out of turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, pumpkin pie and corn.  I predicted pumpkin pie 
would have the most votes, but I was wrong.  

Which one of these is your favorite?
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MASHED
POTATOES: 13

PUMPKIN
PIE: 8

TURKEY: 2CORN: 1

CRANBERRY SAUCE: 0

Leftovers.  Photo by: Sofia V.


