
Winter Sing 2014
By Eli O. and Dylan F.
 
This Winter Sing was fabulous and magic was in the air! We 
thank Ms. Redman, Mrs. Bloom, and the “Not Half Bad 
Band” for making this Winter Sing one of the school’s best 
ever! The school band did a great job playing the violin, and 
it was fun watching the kindergarteners play the jingle bells.
 
When Blitzen came in everyone started laughing because 
his pants kept falling down. Ms. Redman kept having to pull 
them up. Right before Winter Sing was over Ms. Redman 
gave the signal to throw the snow in the air. Then everyone 
threw snow and articles of clothing in the air and everyone 
went crazy.
 
We can’t wait until next Winter Sing!
  

MONTCLAIR ELEMENTARY’S STUDENT NEWSPAPER VOL. 5 - ISSUE 2    February 2015

By Zoe G.

Farmer Ben is nice and takes good care of our 
garden.  Every time students go to Garden class, 
Farmer Ben surprises them.  For example, he 
might read a book about not eating too much 
sugar on Halloween.

Other times he brings treats.  Once he gave us a 
persimmon and it was delicious.  It looked like a 
star or a web in the middle.  He also gave us a 
juicy pear.

You never know what new and exciting 
discoveries you might find in our school garden.    

Recently, Farmer Ben pulled out the corn from 
the garden and turned it into popcorn.  It was 
delicious without salt or butter.

With so many fruits and vegetables, I always 
look forward to exploring them in our garden.  
Who knew so many tasty treats come from our 
garden?

Illustration: Kelsey D. and Nola L. - 
 find a larger picture of the garden 
on our website.

Illustration: Mila S.



Meet Annie Campbell Washington
By Ben O.

In November, Oakland residents elected Montclair mom 
Annie Campbell Washington to be our new District 4 City 
Council Member.  

Q. What does a City Council Member do?
A. The City Council governs the City of Oakland. Each 
Council member proposes bills and votes on laws for 
Oakland. There are eight Council members, so it takes a 
majority (or five) of the members to vote yes in order to pass 
a new law or resolution. One of the biggest jobs of the City 
Council is to adopt the City of Oakland's budget. The budget 
is the document that tells City staff and the public how every 
tax dollar will be spent. In the City of Oakland, our tax 
dollars are spent on things like police, firefighters, staff 
members to clean up and maintain our parks, staff to run 
programs at our recreation centers and libraries, and staff to 
work with our businesses.

I represent District 4 which includes the neighborhoods of 
Montclair, Piedmont Pines, Redwood Heights, Oakmore, 
Dimond, Laurel, Allendale and Melrose. People who live 
and work in these neighborhoods call me to help them if 
they have a problem in Oakland.
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Q. What made you decide to run for City Council?
A. I have always loved to do jobs where I feel like I can help 
people and I absolutely love our city of Oakland. The 
Councilmember job is perfect for me because I love solving
problems and making people's lives easier when I can. I also 
like helping the schools so that every Oakland student has 
an excellent school to attend. There is much that our City 
government can do to help our Oakland schools. 

Q. What did you do before you became a Council 
Member?
A. I was the District 4 Oakland School Board Member and 
made decisions to improve our Oakland schools. I was the 
Director of a program called the I Have A Dream 
Foundation. In this job, I helped 95 middle schools students 
do better in school with tutors, mentors, and other programs. 
I worked for two Mayors of Oakland -- Jerry Brown (who is 
now the Governor of California) and Jean Quan. I also 
worked in the Oakland Fire Department for the Fire Chief.

Q. What are your plans to protect the neighborhoods in 
District 4 from crime?
A. I am going to make sure we continue to hire more police 
officers, so that when someone calls 911, a police officer 
shows up quickly. I am going to encourage neighbors to 
watch out for one another and report any crimes that they 
see, so that we can catch all the bad guys to keep them from 
committing any more crimes. I am also going to plan events 
in District 4 to bring the police officers together with the 
people who live here to make sure the officers get to know 
the neighborhood and form strong relationships with 
District 4 neighbors. 

Q. If you had one goal for the district, what would it be?
A. My goal is to make sure that everyone is living in a safe, 
clean neighborhood with an excellent school! 

Q. If you had a fire, what three items would you take?
A. I don't need any things. I just need my husband, Glynn, 
my daughter, Bahia, and my son, Quincy. Everything else is 
replaceable!

Q. What's your favorite food?
A. My favorite restaurant is Burma Superstar. My favorite 
food is brussel sprouts. My favorite dessert is chocolate chip 
cookies.

Q. What's your favorite thing to do during your free 
time?
A. I love to go camping and hiking. I especially love to go to 
Yosemite and Big Sur.

City Council Member Annie Campbell Washington 
with some of her supporters during the campaign.  
Photo courtesy of Annie Campbell Washington.
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Winter Sports
By Cate Q. and Makena L.

Just because it is cold outside does not mean you have to 
stay inside! A few things you could do are:

Sledding
Skiing
Snowboarding
Just playing in the snow

Those are just some of the 
things you can do in winter.  
Here’s what some others 
have to say about winter 
play:

Ms. Nibblett  loves tobogganing.  Kaleah L. had a great time 
cross country skiing for the first time this year.  “Cross 
country skiing was really fun and really good exercise!” she 
said.  

     

 

Duk Gook Tradition
By Casey D.

In Korea, people have “duk gook” (sometimes spelled 
tteokguk), a rice cake soup, on New Year’s Day.  It is eaten 
for good luck. 

Our close friend Jackie explains the Korean tradition of 
asking others how many bowls of duk gook they have had 
on New Year’s Day.  They are to eat the number of bowls of 
their age.  Every Korean is considered to have turned 1 year 
older on January 1st.   Jackie and I made duk gook on New 
Year’s Day using this recipe for 12 people.

Rice cakes
1. Slice fresh rice cakes. (Buy them at a local Korean market 
and don’t let them sit or they will spoil.)
2. Put the rice cakes in hot water to cook; drain water when 
finished.

Broth
1. Chop up 2 cloves of garlic into tiny pieces.
2. Wash beef tenderloin in cold water.
3. Cut up tenderloin into thin slices.
4. Cook tenderloin with salt to taste, garlic and 2 tsp soy 
sauce over medium-high heat.
5. Add water to fill a pot about 2/3 full and put broth 
ingredients into it.
6. Once the water boils, it should look brownish.  Remove 
fat from the top of the broth.

Garnish
1. Cut 1 bunch of green onions into small and thin slices; put 
on a plate.
2. Separate 6 eggs.  Stir whites and yolks in separate bowls.

Omelets
1. Put oil in frying pay
2. Put egg whites in the pan on medium heat for about 5 
minutes.  Do not fold the egg whites. Do the same with the 
yolks, separately.
3. After they are cooked, slice the omelets into strips.

Final Steps
1. Put rice cakes into the broth on the stove.
2. Serve broth with rice cakes in bowls, drizzle with sesame 
oil and add green onion, strips of yellow and white omelets 
and kim (dried seaweed similar to nori).
3. Enjoy!

 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Sammy R.
Faculty Adviser: Mrs. Spingarn
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Welcome to the second issue of Otter Tales for the 
2014-2015 school year!  The paper is written and 
illustrated by third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  We 
publish four issues a year, in November, February, April 
and June.

Find more Otter Tales online at 
ottertalesnews.wordpress.com
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Movie Review: Big Hero 6 
By Nola M. and Caili R.

“Big Hero 6” is a great family movie.  It has pretty much 
anything you could hope for: humor, despair, love, 
suspense, and so much more!

If you would like to go on an adventure with 14-year-old 
Hiro, his four friends, and an adorable, lovable robot named 
Baymax, you would enjoy this movie.

Food Advice 
By Gemma O. and Sammy R.

If you are having a party and don’t know what to make, we 
have some ideas for you.  A Christmas Salad with beets and 
cucumbers is a healthy and colorful way to start the meal.  
You could also make Spinach Dip.  

For a main dish, you could make Gumbo or Lettuce Wraps, 
which are great for vegetarians.  For dessert, try making 
Sweet Potato Pie or Pineapple Sheet Cake.  Now you have a 
perfect meal!

Christmas Salad
4 medium beets
2 Tbsp minced fresh dill
1 pint grape tomatoes
1 cucumber, peeled and chopped
1/4 cup white wine vinegar
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
3-4 green onions, chopped

Preheat oven to 450° F.  Wash beets, trim down the stems to 
1 to 2 inches long, then place the beets on a baking sheet.  
Bake 30-40 minutes, or until tender.  Let cool.  Then peel the 
beets and cut them into cubes.

In a large bowl, combine beets, dill, tomatoes, and 
cucumber and mix.  Add the vinegar and oil and toss lightly.  

Serve in salad bowls and garnish with the green onion.

Makes 4-6 servings.  Bon appétit!

     

► Find more recipes
     from this article 
     on our website.

Illustration by Inlakesh J.


