
Winter Olympics Begin
By Peyton W.

The 2014 Winter Olympics started February 6th in Sochi, 
Russia and will end on February 23rd.  This year’s games 
are the 22nd (XXII) Winter Olympics, and this is the first 
time the Olympics have been held in Russia in 34 years 
(since the 1980 Summer Olympics).  

The Russians have been planning where the Olympics will 
be since 2007 so have had seven years to plan out the 
Olympic site on the Black Sea.  

The Winter Olympics motto this year is "Hot. Cool. Yours."  
The three Winter Olympic mascots, voted on by those who 
live in Sochi, are a polar bear, a hare, and a leopard.  Many 
people believe that the polar bear was not one of the real 
winners and was only picked because it was Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's favorite.

There are more than 2,500 athletes from 88 different nations 
competing in 15 sports in this year's Winter Olympics.  
These 15 sports include Alpine Skiing, Snow Boarding, Bob 
Sledding, Ice Skating, and Ice Hockey.  

This year is the first year that the Olympic torch passed 
through the North Pole and outer space.  They got the torch 
to the North Pole using a nuclear icebreaker and then 

Russian cosmonauts took the torch to the International 
Space Station and into outer space.  No flame was possible 
since combustion is not possible in outer space.  The torch 
arrived for the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi at the 
opening ceremony on Friday, February 7th.

     

Celebrating the Lunar New Year
By Marina K.

Do you like New Years?  Great!  But have you heard of 
Lunar New Year?   When they hear Lunar New Year, many 
people think of it as Chinese New Year.  This year Lunar 
New Year was on January 31st.  Unlike the New Years Day 
we celebrate, Lunar New Year follows the moon calendar, or 
luna, which means moon and it is a way of welcoming 
Spring.  That is why the celebration is called Lunar New 
Year.   

The Chinese New Year celebration lasts 15 days long.  Each 
day people celebrate a different thing.  Before the new year 
begins, it is the custom for people to clean up their whole 
house.  But when the new year comes, the broom is given a 
rest or else people believe you can get bad luck!  People eat 
oranges, meet with friends and spend time with family, and 
on the 15th day there is a lantern festival and a parade.

The legend says that a 
long time ago, a 
dragon came and ate 
entire villages.  The 
people were afraid of 
him.  But one day they 
found out he was 
afraid of red and loud 
noises so they draped 
red banners over their 
houses and set noise 
makers to scare away the dragon.  It worked and that is why 
red is a lucky color and people celebrate with noise makers 
and wear red on Lunar New Year.

But it is not really New Year for just the Chinese since it is 
celebrated widely across Asia not just in China.  There are
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different traditions from different countries.  One of these 
other places is Korea.  Koreans celebrate Lunar New Year 
differently.  Koreans dress up in their traditional clothes 
called “han bok” and bow to their elders to show their 
respect.  In return, their elders present them with money for 
good luck.  Also, the traditional new year food is a rice cake 
soup called “dduk gook” and is made out of a long rice cake 
cut up into small slices.  It is long to represent long life so 
eating the soup brings good luck and a long life.

There are different traditions from different countries.  I 
hope you can enjoy them as I do! 

10 Questions for: Avery, 3rd Grade 
Spelling Bee Winner
By Nikhila R.

Montclair Elementary’s annual spelling bee took place 
January 14th.  Kamilah B. won the spelling bee, and Avery 
R. and Samantha R. were the runners-up.  I asked Avery 
about her experience.

1. Was this your first spelling bee?
A. Yes.

2. How did you feel when you were on stage?
A. Nervous and 97 percent confident.

3. Did you practice? How? For how long?
A. I practiced for a few weeks by saying, spelling, and 
learning the pronunciation.

4. In class do you make spelling mistakes on tests?
A. The most I got wrong was two or at the very most four. I 
mostly get all of them right. 

OTTER TALES     VOL. 4 - ISSUE 2     FEBRUARY 2014PAGE 2

5. Do you have a trick or system that helps you remember 
how words are spelled?
A. I pat my thighs to keep the beat of the word.
    
6. Is there a word that is hard for you that you keep spelling 
wrong?
A. Yes. The word is “definitely.”

7. Which do you think is hardest to spell: nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, or adverbs?
A. I don't think that any of them are too hard.

8. Will you compete in the spelling bee again next year in 
4th grade?
A. Of course!
    
9. Do you have advice for students who think spelling is 
hard but want to enter next year's spelling bee? 
A. Believe in yourself and don't say discouraging words.

10. How did you feel when you won the 3rd grade spelling 
bee championship? 
A. I was very happy and couldn't believe it happened.

Guess the Teacher
By Mike P.

This teacher grew up in Oakland and likes to be by 
the ocean or in nature.  This teacher has been 
teaching at Montclair for four years including this 
year.  

This teacher likes teaching science and thinking 
about books.  This teacher’s favorite animals are the 
giraffe and the octopus.  

This teacher likes to run and listen to music.  This 
teacher likes to dress up.  This teacher’s favorite treat 
is oysters.  This teacher has an unusual pet.

This teacher likes books and classical music.  This 
teacher’s favorite island is Jamaica.

Can you guess who this teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER ON THE BULLETIN 
BOARD BY THE OFFICE
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Recipe:
Strawberry
Smoothie
By Alex J.

Sometimes in the 
morning I will make a 
strawberry smoothie. It 
is easy to make, tastes 
good, and is a healthy 
breakfast.

Serves about 4 people.
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Ingredients:
6 strawberries with the tops cut off (fresh)
1 banana cut into pieces (peeled) 
1 cup of low-fat vanilla yogurt
5 ice cubes
½ cup of orange juice

Directions:
1. Put orange juice, banana, and half of the  
strawberries into a blender. Blend until smooth.

2. Add yogurt, remaining strawberries, and ice cubes. 
Blend until smooth.

Enjoy!!!
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 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Niera
Faculty Adviser: Mrs. Spingarn
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Next issue: April
Do you want to write or draw for Otter Tales?  Come 
to our meetings Fridays at lunchtime!

Find more Otter Tales online at

ottertalesnews.wordpress.com

Crossword
By Mike P.

1 2

3 4

5 6

7

8 9

ACROSS
1. Art on the planters in the Village
4. The new playground is ____.
6. Our school mascot
7. Montclair is g____t.
8. Schoolwork you do at home.

DOWN
1. Where you go to school
2. Peet's ____ & Tea
3. You ____ on a piece of paper.
5. Person who helps you learn
9. Ottertales is given to ____.


