
Snow Queen rules at 
Halloween parade
By Gemma O.

This year’s Montclair Elementary Halloween parade 
featured many costumes, especially characters from the 
movie “Frozen.”  We counted 39 Elsas, five Annas, and two 
Olafs.

“I saw the opposite costume of mine [an angel],” said Ellena 
A., who was dressed as a devil.  I was a mad scientist.

The teachers dressed up, too.  Ms. Pearson was a Chinese 
dragon, Ms. Spingarn was a honey bee, and Ms. Brookes 
was a fly.

In addition to the costume parade there was beautiful music 
from Ms. Redman.  

Fifth graders tour botanical garden
By Niera and Kyla J.

The Botanical Garden was a very interesting field trip.  Fifth 
grade students learned about many different kinds of fruits 
and vegetables, the major parts of a plant, and also the 
nutritional facts.

“The field trip was fun but it was really cold outside!” said 
Gia R. from Ms. Spingarn’s class.  “It was very fascinating!  
I learned a lot of things I didn’t know,” said Bahia W., also 
from Ms. Spingarn’s class.

When we looked for plants, my class searched in a huge 
garden with plants everwhere you looked.  We found some 
plants that were so delicate that the people who worked 
there had to put a fence around them so animals wouldn’t eat 
the flowers.  There were other plants that grew on vines so 
tall they made a canopy for you to walk under.

The Botanical Garden was a wonderful place to learn more 
about plants and I’m looking forward to visiting it again!

What’s growing in the garden
By Marina K. and Nikhila R.

The school garden is flourishing thanks to Farmer Ben and 
all Montclair students.

We are growing radishes (many of you have picked the seed 
pods), marigolds, flowers, green onions, and sunflowers.  
By the end of the year we hope we can harvest some food.

Recently we pulled out the corn that was done growing.  
We’ve received two rabbits and three chickens for our 
garden, too.

Farmer Ben is growing a plant that will give more nutrients 
into the soil and make the plants healthier.  We also got a 
worm bin to help make nutrients for the soil.  The worms 
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Farmer Ben delivers a bouquet of basil from the 
school garden to our kitchen manager and chef, who 
used it in pasta sauce for the school lunches.



will eat the food scraps we give them and break it down into 
smaller pieces.  When the bin is full, we will take out all of 
their castings and put the castings into the soil.

One way to keep the garden producing is to water the plants 
regularly.  We also need to make sure that the garden doesn’t 
get trampled on.

The garden is a good place to relax.  Thank you to Farmer 
Ben for caring for the garden!

Cooking class enriches students
By Anokhi M.

Montclair Elementary has lots of awesome enrichment 
classes available after school.  This semester, students can 
choose from tennis, soccer, guitar, ukulele, and many more!

These classes offer students an opportunity to learn from 
teachers with different and interesting backgrounds.  

Lili Rollins, the cooking teacher, has been very active in the 
Bay Area food community, serving as the director of the 
cooking school Cook n’ Books in Danville, teaching 
cooking classes to elementary schools, working as a caterer, 
and representing cooking schools abroad.  She even traveled 
around the country training instructors for the Air Force.

“I like to eat and the more I cook, the more I learn!” said 
Lili.  She says that the elements of a good dish are flavor, 
texture, aroma, and a delicious look.  

Lili mostly cooks recipes in her cooking classes that are 
related to the upcoming holiday.  Her and her class’s 
favorites are special quesadillas (Cinco de Mayo) and hot 
pot cooking (Chinese New Year).
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Lili says the class’s favorite recipe to make is monkey bread.  
This delicious sweet has dough, cream cheese, sugar, 
cinnamon, raisins, and pecans.  

Thanks to all of the enrichment teachers for helping students 
learn new things!

Otter Walk is “Otter this World” 
By Sophia D.

What an amazing Otter Walk!  The food at the Dads Club 
was great.  There were places where you could get a snow 
cone and make bike smoothies, and the Red Cross was 
there.

My favorite part was walking.  I interviewed some students, 
dads, teachers and the principal during the walk.

What was the most challenging part of the Otter Walk?
▪ “Walking!” - Bill, dad of Catie and Cooper
▪ “Planning!” - Jackson, fifth grade

What was your favorite part of the Otter Walk?
▪ “Making bike smoothies.” - Nadia, fourth grade
▪ “Getting prizes!” - Helen, kindergarten
▪ “Getting to exercise and raise money for the school.” 
    - Clara, fifth grade
▪ “Spending time with my daughters.” - Jose, dad of Nadia 
    and Marisa
▪ “Watching all the kids run was so inspiring.” - Ms. Bloom

How many times have you done the Otter Walk?
▪ “Four years.” - Dutch, dad of Myles and Chris
▪ “Five years in a row.” - Meriam and Nichla, fourth grade

How many tri-tip steaks did the Dads Club make?
▪ “750 pounds of steak!” - Bill, dad of Catie and Cooper

Wellness Club helps students stay 
healthy 
By Samantha R.
 
The Wellness Club meets every Thursday in Mrs. Brookes’s 
room. The club discusses things like a healthy diet and tries 
to encourage kids to eat fresh and local food. 

Students in the club do special projects about food 
everywhere. Fourth and fifth graders are welcome to join by 
coming to Mrs. Brookes’s room Thursdays at lunch.

Illustration: Mark A. Hicks/Discovery Education
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still have some meringue left.)  Use the rest of the mixture to 
spoon swirls around the edges of your base to form a 
shallow bowl shape.
7. Bake at 300° F for one hour.  Then turn off the oven but 
leave the meringue in for another 30 minutes.  When cool, 
the meringue should be hard on the outside and a little bit 
moist on the inside.
8. In a large bowl, combine the cream and the confectioner’s 
sugar and whip until thickened.  Place on top of the 
meringue and decorate with the fruit of your choice - 
strawberries are excellent!

Source: Allrecipes.com

Recipe: Pumpkin Quesadillas
By Ben O. and Mila S.

Thanksgiving is right around the corner, so we thought we 
should share a super-scrumptious, easy recipe to bring some 
fall pizazz to your family’s feast!  These pumpkin 
quesadillas are nice and crisp yet gooey on the inside.

What you need:
2 cups canned pure pumpkin puree
1 tsp ground cumin
8 8-inch flour tortillas
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup chopped walnuts (toasted) - optional

What you do:
In a bowl, mix the pumpkin puree and the ground cumin 
together.  Spread the mixture over 4 tortillas.  Sprinkle the 
walnuts over the pumpkin mixture.  Top it off with the 
remaining tortillas.

In a large skillet, heat 1 Tbsp oil over medium-low heat.  
Cook the quesadillas one at a time, turning once and adding 
more oil between batches, until browned (about 3 minutes).  

Cut them into wedges and enjoy!

Serves: 4

     

Recipe: Pavlova
By Casey D.

What you need:
3 egg whites
1 pinch salt
1 cup white sugar
1 Tbsp cornstarch
1 tsp lemon juice
1-1/4 cups heavy whipping cream
1/2 cup confectioner’s sugar
1 pint fresh strawberries

What you do:
1. Preheat the oven to 300° F.
2. Place a piece of parchment paper on the table.
3. Draw a 9-inch circle on the parchment by tracing around 
a 9-inch pan.  Place the parchment on a baking sheet.
4. In a large bowl or 
standing mixer, beat 
the egg whites until 
soft peaks form.  
Add 3/4 cup of the 
sugar while 
continuing to whip.  
Make sure the sugar 
is completely 
dissolved.  The 
foamy egg white 
and sugar mixture is 
called a meringue.
5. In a separate 
bowl, mix together 
the rest of the sugar with the cornstarch; lightly fold into the 
meringue with the lemon juice.
6. Spread a layer of the meringue to fit the circle on the 
parchment paper, approximately 1/4 inch thick (you should 

How do you get egg whites?
Crack an egg carefully, 
keeping the yolk in one half of 
the shell and letting the white 
drip into a bowl.  Transfer the 
yolk back and forth between 
the half shells until all of the 
whites are in the bowl.  Save 
the yolk for something else.

Illustration by Inlakesh J.
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Idea from Liz C.



Guess the Teacher
By Makena L. and Jordan H.

▪ This teacher’s favorite holiday is Halloween.
▪ This teacher drives a VW beetle.
▪ This teacher loves things that start with the letter 
   “c” like children and chocolate.
▪ This teacher’s favorite myth is the Greek myth of 
   Athena.
▪ This teacher’s favorite activities are reading and 
   playing music.
 
Can you guess who this teacher is?

LOOK FOR THE ANSWER 
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
BY THE OFFICE

Everything you ever wanted to 
know about Winter Sing 
By Kelsey D. and Nola L.

Hello friendly kindergarteners!  Winter Sing will be 
Wednesday, December 17.  Winter Sing is a time to 
celebrate the holidays, sing winter holiday songs, and most 
importantly, have fun.

First of all, do not be nervous, because there is no reason to 
be.  Upper grade students play the songs on instruments so 
you can sing in tune and stay on the beat.  Many parents 
come to watch and sing along.

Our second piece of advice is to practice a lot.  If you 
practice in music class and at home you won’t have to work 
so hard when it gets close to Winter Sing, which means you 
will have more fun at Winter Sing.

Our third piece of advice is to wear a winter hat if you have 
one, like a Santa hat or a knit hat.  Lots of people wear silly 
winter hats for Winter Sing.

There are some parts we think you will like even though you 
probably don’t know these songs.  In “Blitzen’s Boogie,” a 
little bit after everyone starts singing, Blitzen comes out 
from behind the crowd and dances a funny dance.  At the 
end of “North Pole, North Pole,” teachers hand out white 
confetti and on the last “North Pole” you throw your confetti 
up in the air and it falls down like snow.  You don’t even 
have to clean it up.

Winter Sing is usually outside, but if it is raining it will be in 
the new multipurpose room.
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The Oakland A’s 
By Zoe G. and Mikayli P.

The A’s had a good team this year with players like Josh 
Donaldson and Coco Crisp.  They were in first place in the 
American League Western Division for most of the season.  
The A’s even had the best win record in all of baseball.  They 
had five players in the All Star Game.

They ended the season second to the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim, but still made it to the playoffs as a wild card 
team.  The A’s were one of two wild card teams with the best 
record outside of the three division winners.

The A’s played the Kansas City Royals and lost in a very 
long but exciting game, 9-8.

I am sure next year with their injured players back and 
better, the A’s will have an even better year.  Go A’s!

     

 

Illustration by Kelsey D.

Illustration by Renee J.



 ABOUT OTTER TALES 
Masthead mascot design: Niera
Faculty Adviser: Mrs. Spingarn
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel

Welcome to the first issue of Otter 
Tales for the 2014-2015 school year!  
The paper is written and illustrated by 
third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  
We publish four issues a year, in 
November, February, April and June.

This is our fifth year of publishing 
Otter Tales.  We hope you enjoy it!  

Find more Otter Tales online at 
ottertalesnews.wordpress.
com
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Illustration by Lauren J.


