
Take action to help Cool the Earth
New Climate Challenge adds to Montclair’s 
green efforts 

By Cate K.

On April 4, the Green Team at Montclair Elementary 
School held a kick-off assembly to introduce students 
to a new program, “Cool the Earth,” that will help 
involve families in going green.

How it works
Each student received a packet of coupons from the 
student council at the kick-off assembly.  The coupons 
highlight ways you can help the earth, such as using 
reusable bags, or turning off lights when you’re not 
using them.  

Students and their 
families can pick how 
many coupons they want 
and commit to doing that 
action for about eight 
weeks.  At the end of 
those eight weeks, students bring the signed coupons 
back to their class and put them in the coupon box.

For each coupon a student brings back, they get a mark 
by their name in class, and a chance to earn prizes at the 
end of the program in June.  At the end of the program 
there will be another assembly, where the person with 
the most marks in the school gets the grand prize.

The Green Team hopes that even after this program is 
finished, people will change their habits because of the 
actions they’ve practiced during the challenge.  If we 
all participate, we can make a difference and help save 
the earth.

For more information, go to cooltheearth.org.  
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Welcome to Otter Tales!
A Note From Our Student Editors

We are very excited to present the first 
student-run and -written Montclair Elementary 
School newspaper, OTTER TALES!  We hope 
that you enjoy reading it as much as we enjoyed 
writing it!

Alise M., Features Editor: “It took a lot of 
work, but it was worth it!”

Cesaria C., Current Events Editor: “I’m very 
glad to have had the chance to work on this 
newspaper.”

Donia R., Reviews Editor: “I have enjoyed 
making the newspaper happen.”

Ella P., Features Editor: “It was fun to be part of 
the first school newspaper.”

Jennica S., Art & Photography Editor: “I had a 
big group, but they were easy to work with.”

Lily G., Sports Editor:“I joined the newspaper 
because I loved writing and working with 
friends.”

Nina M., Advice Editor: “I’m very excited!”

Sophia C., Reviews Editor: “I enjoy working 
for the newspaper because I get my own staff!”

Faculty Advisers: Ms. Seltzer & Ms. Rasul
Parent Adviser: Jeni Paltiel
Masthead Design: Elizabeth G.



Montclair’s Good Cents Leadership Committee tallies the 
votes  (Photo: Julia S.)

Good Cents
Program turns pennies into help for the hungry

By Yasmin Y.

Good Cents for Oakland is a fundraising organization 
that works with schools.  Children in the school bring 
in pennies to help people.  The students voted for what 
they wanted to donate to: food, health, shelter or 
education.  This year the school voted for food.  Good 
Cents for Oakland will collect the money and distribute 
it to City Slicker Farms, which organizes low-income 
communities in West Oakland to achieve equal access 
to fresh, healthy, organic food.
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Guess the Teacher

By Ella P. & Alise M.

This person has been teaching for 32 years, 
although not all that time was at Montclair.  (This 
is the best place!)  This teacher was born in 
Southern California, but has lived in the Bay 
Area for many years and has two grandkids.  Red 
is a favorite color and going to photography 
exhibits is a top activity.  Last but not least, this 
person’s favorite part of teaching is the kids.

Who is the mystery teacher?  Find the answer in 
the next issue. 

I bet you didn’t know this about 
Mrs. Bloom!
Learn new things about our principal

By Ava E., Erica C. & Paloma V.

We interviewed Mrs. Bloom and asked her questions 
about herself.  She was principal for one year at 
Hawthorne School.  She also taught fourth and fifth 
grade at another school.  Her favorite school is 
Montclair Elementary!  She started as principal at 
Montclair in 2005.  She loves being principal because 
she loves the teachers and parents.  Her favorite part of 
being a principal is solving problems.  She likes to talk 
and play with kids.

Mrs. Bloom at last year’s Winter Sing

Mrs. Bloom has three pets, a dog named Sam, an 
orange car named Taz and a kitten named Lucifer, Lucy 
for short.  She has a husband named Greg, a daughter 
Elizabeth, a son Michael, a step-daughter Rachael and 
a step-son Ben.  

Mrs. Bloom’s favorite holiday is New Year’s Day 
because you have new opportunities.  Her favorite 
color is bright raspberry pink.  Her favorite movie is 
“Mamma Mia!” because of the music.  She likes all 
music by the Rolling Stones.

Mrs. Bloom’s favorite sport is playing Bloom Ball.  
She also likes watching ice hockey.  Her favorite 
season is spring.  Mrs. Bloom likes any candy that has 
chocolate and peppermint together.  Her favorite drink 
is Diet Coke and her favorite food is anything Chinese.

I bet you just learned a lot about Mrs. Bloom!  



BOOK REVIEW

The 39 Clues

By Allison R.

Would you take a lot of money to embark on a 
life-threatening quest? In the book series “The 39 
Clues,” orphans Amy and Dan Cahill discover an 
amazing but unfortunate secret. 

In their grandmother’s will, 
she offers many family 
members a large amount of 
money, or a chance to find the 
39 clues first and become the 
most powerful and influential 
person on the planet. 

Amy and Dan choose to look for the clues. The quest is 
not easy. It is dangerous and life-threatening!

This series has been on the New York Times best-seller 
list for 48 weeks. It has also appeared in the USA 
Today, Publishers Weekly and Wall Street Journal 
best-seller lists. This book is a good read and you will 
thoroughly enjoy it!

BOOK REVIEW

The Mysterious Benedict Society

By Elizabeth G.

Are you a gifted reader looking for more wonderful 
reading opportunities?  Trenton Lee Stewart’s “The 
Mysterious Benedict Society” is a book you won’t 
want to put down!  

In this New York Times best-seller, a peculiar ad 
appears in the newspaper: “Are you a gifted child 
looking for special opportunities?”  Many children take 
a series of mind-bending tests but only four succeed, 
thus forming the Mysterious Benedict Society.  The 
Society’s mission is one only these resourceful 
children can accomplish: saving the world.  To find out 
more, you’ll have to read the book!

Even adults can enjoy this book. I made a deal with my 
mother that if I read the “Harry Potter” books, she 
would read “The Mysterious Benedict Society.”  She 
didn’t expect to enjoy it, yet she loved it! 

This story is not a read-once-a-week story.  Once you 
pick it up, you can’t put it down.  

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Toshi Sushi

By Donia R.

Toshi Sushi is a great restaurant and is right in 
Montclair Village. It is a great place for kids. They 
have clips that help you eat sushi if you do not know 
how to use chopsticks. 

Two of my favorite foods at Toshi Sushi are the miso 
soup and seaweed salad. Toshi Sushi has appetizers 
like tempura, soft-shell crab and tonkatsu (deep-fried 

breaded pork). They have 
almost every kind of sushi 
you could think of. My 
favorites are the ebi (shrimp) 
and kappa maki (cucumber 
roll). 

This restaurant also has very 
good service. First, they give 
you warm hand towels, then 

they give you menus and take your order, finally they 
make the delicious food and you get to eat it!

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Metro Montclair

By Elizabeth G.

Montclair has a great new restaurant called Metro 
Monclair.  It’s kid friendly, and if you don’t like 
something about a dish you can always change it, 
thanks to Metro’s great customer service.

Not only is the customer service great, the food is 
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divine.  On my visit, I had French gnocchi with meat 
sauce and bread with butter.  The bread that comes with 
every dish is to die for!  Some of the most popular 
foods are chopped salad and carrot soup.  They also 
have tuna poke which has very high ratings.

Metro also has a location in Lafayette.  Metro 
Montclair is a great addition to our community.

MOVIE REVIEW

Rango

By Sara A. & Tessa L.

Sara: “Rango” is a really good movie with a crazy 
adventure. Rango (with the voice of Johnny Depp) is a 
chameleon who changes colors, breathes fire and fights 
bad guys. When the water supply is getting terribly 
low, Rango goes on a quest to save the town of Dirt. 
“Rango” has a lot of action, humor and suspense. I 
would definitely see this movie again.

Tessa: The movie “Rango” is about a pet lizard who 
suddenly has to fend for himself alone. He finds the 
town of Dirt, which has a major drought, and he has an 
adventure with the town’s animals, including a tortoise, 
a hawks, a snake and an armadillo.

I thought “Rango” was excellent.  It was a great mix of 
drama, action, romance and comedy that made me 
laugh out loud.  I definitely recommend this movie.  

5 Questions: Andre

By Lily G.

If you go to AT or play 
lunchtime sports, you 
probably know Andre.  But 
do you know his favorite 
color?  

Q: Where were you born?
A: Chicago, Illinois

Q: Do you have any pets?
A: Two cats, Tyler and Chloe

Q: What is your favorite color?
A: Cobalt blue

Q: What is your favorite sport?
A: Football

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: Art, music, stargazing and inspiring others

Discovery’s final flight

By Dina F.

On Wednesday, March 9, 2011, the space shuttle 
Discovery touched down in Cape Canaveral, Florida 
from its last flight before retirement.  It was NASA’s 
oldest  space shuttle.  The aging shuttle has flown more 
than any other in the fleet during its 27-year career.  Its 
final flight carried a crew of six American astronauts 
on a 13-day mission to the International Space Station.

Over the course of 39 missions since its first launch in 
1984, Discovery spent a total of 365 days in space, 
logging 149 million miles (241 million kilometers).  It 
was the first spacecraft to retrieve a satellite and return 
to Earth, and it also carried the Hubble Telescope to 
orbit in 1990.

As NASA prepares to end the shuttle program this year, 
one possible retirement home for the Discovery may be 
in a prime display area at the Smithsonian Air & Space 
Museum in Washington, DC.
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